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It gives me great joy to write the 
opening letter to this issue of 
the Spirit of St. Louis Catholic, 
alive once again. 

It has been more than a decade 
since the last issue – a newsletter at the time – and I could not 
be prouder of the stories and the passion present within these 
pages.

Being new to St. Louis Catholic and the Lake Charles 
community, I have tried to take it all in during my first year 
here. There is so much to love and appreciate about our 
wonderful school, and there lies a bright future ahead. One 
theme has resonated with me as I reflect upon our school and 
I read the stories in this edition: devotion.

In this issue you will read about the Thompson family – all 
11 of their children walked these halls as students, and one 
currently walks them as a teacher and a coach. We also tell 
the story of Shirley Winey Brown and her granddaughter, 
Alexandria Goodly, so you can see how the legacy of Sacred 
Heart Catholic School lives on today.  You will further explore 
in this magazine how Mayor Nic Hunter felt called to public 
service during classes at St. Louis Catholic, how the Milligans 
have impacted our school and our baseball program by 

funding a state-of-the-art facility, and how St. Louis Foundation Chairman Billy Loftin vaulted the 
Foundation to vibrant new heights after his son’s graduation, along with many more cherished stories.

St. Louis Catholic High School is deeply loved. There is a devotion to this place and its traditions 
that is uncommon and without peer. I want to thank you for the 
love and dedication you have shown our school and thank you in 
advance for the support yet to come.

Honor and Praise God… in all ways!

God Bless,

Andrew R. Bradley, Principal
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I have always considered my Catholic 
education a true privilege.  My parents 
sacrificed to send us to Catholic 
schools at St. Margaret Catholic School 
and St. Louis Catholic High School 
because our family has placed value 
in it for generations.  I have very fond 
memories of liturgical celebrations, 
relationships with teachers and 
friendships that have spanned my 
lifetime.  Most importantly, I was shown 
the love of Christ from all who were 
responsible for my time in school.  I 
suppose that is why I went to school to 
be a teacher.  I knew very early on that 
I did not care what monetary sacrifice 
I had to make to teach in a Catholic 
school – there was nowhere else I 
would rather be.  

After serving as counselor alongside 
my husband, Chris (teacher/athletic 
director), at Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral School for several years, we 
were blessed to learn of the upcoming 
arrival of our son, Bain.  We were 
thrilled to become new parents.  We 
had a few years of teaching under our 
belt and felt we were ready to conquer 
parenthood.  After all, we loved working 
with children and had decided to 
dedicate our lives to it.  However, when 
Bain was born, we quickly noticed 
he was not meeting developmental 
milestones.  We immediately put him 
into early intervention therapeutic 
services hoping to bridge the gap 
before he needed to start school.  

While Bain made lots of improvements, 
it became clear that he would not be 
ready for Pre-K (even though we held 
him back a year in preschool).  So, we 

went to our principal, Dinah Bradford, to 
let her know we would not be returning 
to teach the following year.  We were 
devastated, but we knew that Catholic 
schools simply did not have the 
resources for children with moderate 
to severe learning issues like Bain.  We 
made the decision that we would go 
where Bain went so we could develop 
programs that he and other children 
could benefit from.

Instead of accepting our resignation, we 
were met with the open arms of Christ.  
Mrs. Bradford wanted to give Bain a 
chance to try school in a traditional 
setting.  We immediately started giving 
her an “out” with all the things we knew 
would be road blocks, but we were met 
with promises of showing him love, 
patience and their best effort.  This 
was more than enough for us, so our 
focus shifted to begin looking for ways 
to support Bain and provide what he 
needed.  We were met with so many 
teachers who were willing to try.  It was 
humbling, and to say we were grateful 
is an understatement.  

After traveling the country 
to see how people in other 
states approached autism and 
delays, Chris and I felt called 
to combine efforts with other 
families to get services for all 
children in need.  From this 
desire to join with community 
rather than walk the road alone, 
we formed St. Nicholas Center 
for Children, a nonprofit center 
that provides therapy 
and family support for 
children with autism and 
delays. The kindness 
and generosity of the 
community continues in huge ways 
today.  This center is able to use its 
resources to help families fill the gap so 
that a Catholic education is possible.  

Bain is now 15 years old and in the 
Transitions Program at St. Louis 
Catholic.  He absolutely loves his 
friends and his teachers.  So many 
students have shown him kindness and 
acceptance.  This program, under the 
direction of Tanya France, is nothing 
short of perfect.  He is able to continue 
his education on his level, learn 
vocational skills and practice life skills.  

We have hope for his future and have 
never had to settle.  If you have never 
had an opportunity to interact with that 
class, do yourself a favor and go.  Grab 
a book, bring an activity or simply pop 
in to say hello.  You will have enough 
joy to last you all year.  

I am so pleased to report that the 
Diocese of Lake Charles in collaboration 
with St. Nicholas Center for Children 
now educates more than 30 children 
diagnosed with autism on all ends of 
the spectrum.  When I reflect on the 
love I have for these schools and for 
the Center, the collaboration is social 
justice at its best.  Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools Kimberlee Gazzolo is 
even working on implementing a way 
for the Transitions students to obtain 
a high school diploma – imagine that!  
The days of families forced to choose 
public education for their special needs 
children while their siblings attend 
Catholic school are gone, and I feel we 
will all be better for it.  I firmly believe 
that everyone benefits from interacting 
with people of various diversities.  

Bain has been given so many 
opportunities, and we are immeasurably 
blessed.  To see him attend my alma 
mater is exactly as it should be!  Bain 
does not have much to offer anyone by 
the world’s standards, but I would put 
anyone up against him with heavenly 
standards.  He is always honest, he 
always includes people, he is always 
kind, and he does not worry at all about 
what others think of him. He may not be 
able to recite Psalm 23, but I can assure 
you, he knows the Shepherd! 
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NicHunter
 MAYOR OF LAKE CHARLES

Nic Hunter remembers what it was like not having 
windows to see outside his classrooms at St. Louis 
Catholic High School from 1998-2002.

Now in his demanding position as Mayor of Lake 
Charles, he still finds time to return to his alma 
mater.  Recent appearances since his election in 
2017 included reading to the Transitions program 
students and sitting down for an interview about his 
education at St. Louis Catholic for Catholic Schools 
Week.

Hunter said he made a conscious decision to attend 
St. Louis Catholic instead of a public high school, 
saying the campus felt like “an extension of home.”

“When I walk into St. Louis, it still feels like the old 
St. Louis, but I can see the investment over the past 
16 years has really been tremendous,” Hunter said.  
“I was one of the last classes to not have windows in 
classrooms.  Right after I graduated, there was the 
Opening Windows capital campaign, and I can see 
why students are excited to be able to look outside 
of a classroom as opposed to having four walls 
around you.  So it still feels like coming home, but I 
can definitely see the upgrades.”

Hunter’s work ethic was on display at 
a young age – he began running his 
grandparents’ restaurant, Harlequin 
Steaks & Seafood, full time at the 
age of 17.  And after graduating 
from St. Louis Catholic in 2002, he 
immediately began working on a 
relocation of the Harlequin.  Hunter 
relocated the business to its current 
location, 501 W. College Street, in the spring of 
2004. 

Kimberly Foreman taught Hunter psychology and 
Spanish at St. Louis Catholic, and she said she saw 
more than just a successful entrepreneur in Hunter.

“I knew he had the amazing talent of talking to 
people like they were the only one on the planet at 
the time,” Foreman said. “What I see in Nic still now 
that I saw back then was he cares about people. 
He cares what people value, and he cares about 
everyone being successful while working together.  
He has extraordinary drive.”

After a few years of the Harlequin being at its new 
location, Hunter chose to use his talents to improve 
Southwest Louisiana as a whole.  In 2007, he 
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returned to McNeese State University and 
completed his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
History.  In 2008 he received The Times 
of Southwest Louisiana’s “Up & Coming 
Under 40” award.

Hunter said his interest in politics and public service 
first sparked in his high school civics classes, which he 
called some of his most enjoyable times at St. Louis 
Catholic.  He also recalled how much the faculty and 
staff fostered his determination and drive, no matter 
what challenge he faced.

“I remember my freshman year somehow I did really 
well on an algebra test and was going to State Literary 
Rally,” Hunter said.  “I am not good at math, but 
somehow I got third place for the school and found 
myself at State Literary Rally for algebra.  I knew I 
wasn’t going to win by a long shot, but I tried to at 
least make a good showing.  I know I didn’t even 
place, but it was fun and challenging, and it made 
me think if you really put your heart and soul into 
something, you can actually do decent at it.”

In 2011 Hunter was elected to the Calcasieu Parish 
Police Jury and was in his second term when he 
won the Mayor’s race in 2017 – the same year his 
wife Becky gave birth to their son Harrison.  Hunter 
said he would be extremely happy to have Harrison 
one day attend St. Louis Catholic, a school where he 
experienced inclusion and learned to honor and praise 
God … in all ways. 

“I want my son to grow up to be someone 
who loves other people and shows 
respect to his fellow classmates,” Hunter 
said.  “That air was very present at St. 
Louis Catholic, and I want my son to 
be the same way.  I felt like there was a 
sense of mutual respect among the kids 
here, and also among the staff.”

Becky Hunter, a Moss Bluff native and family law 
attorney at The Sanchez Law Firm, said her husband 
has always been a phenomenal listener.  She recalled 
the night they met at a fundraising dinner, and he 
asked her if she could meet anybody from history who 
it would be.  When she replied Catherine the Great, the 
very next morning, an antique book about the empress 
of Russia was waiting for her at work.

“Nic remembers details that are important to people,” 
she said.  “He really wants to get to know people and 
feel like he knows them.  It took about six months 

after that amazing dinner for me to date him because 
he seemed too good to be true!  But he is genuinely a 
good person and consistently the same person all the 
time - whether he’s being interviewed on TV or sitting 
at home in the recliner.”

Foreman said she had no doubt Hunter would make a 
positive difference in the community one day.

“I didn’t think about his being Mayor back then, but I 
knew he would do something to make us here at St. 
Louis Catholic very proud,” she said.  “I hope one day 
he runs for Senate or even President.  He’ll have my 
vote!”

From the halls 
of St. Louis 
Catholic to Lake 
Charles City Hall, 
Mayor Nic Hunter 
is constantly 
working to make 
Southwest 
Louisiana a 
better place for 
everyone.
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St. Louis Catholic Choir Director 
Colette Tanner and Band 
Director Blake Gilbert both grew 
up in musical households and 
were destined to teach. 

Gilbert hails from Pasadena, 
Texas, and found his way to 
Lake Charles by way of McNeese 
State University, earning a 
degree in music education 
and percussion in 2017 after 
discovering a love for music from 
his parents at a young age.  His 
mother majored in piano, and 
Gilbert said his true passion 
was ignited when he started 
playing the drums in middle 
school.  Tanner’s parents were 
music professors; in fact the F.G. 
Bulber Auditorium at McNeese 

State University is named after 
her father.

“I always tell the story that when 
most families were playing 
Monopoly, we were taking 
melodic dictation and seeing who 
could harmonize it the fastest,” 
Tanner said.

Both Gilbert and Tanner arrived 
at St. Louis Catholic in 2018 to 
invigorate the school’s Music and 
Arts department.  For Tanner, 
her journey came full circle, as 

she grew up in Lake Charles 
and graduated from St. Louis 
Catholic in 1989.  Her oldest 
son Aaron is also a Saints 
alumnus and is studying vocal 
music education at McNeese, 
and her middle son Benjamin 
graduates from St. Louis 
Catholic in 2019.  

“My parents taught (former 
Saints music teacher and Hall 

of Fame inductee) Pam LeBlanc, 
who built this program, and Pam 
taught me and my siblings,” 
Tanner said.  “There’s an intrinsic 
value of being involved in music, 
teaching music and performing 
music that you don’t necessarily 
get in other disciplines because 
it’s such a whole brain activity 
using both hemispheres at 
the same time.  You’re being 
analytical and you’re being 
artistic literally at the same 
time.  The synapses have to be 
working.  

“So beyond the intrinsic value 
of teaching music and watching 
the kids be able to produce, 
especially when they didn’t 
realize that they could or that 
they had the talent, the full circle 
of paying back to a community 
that gave me so much when I 
was younger is rather altruistic.”

Gilbert said his percussion 
teacher at Pasadena Memorial 
High School also had a major 
impact on his future as a teacher.  
He hopes he makes band 
enjoyable for his students both 
at St. Louis Catholic and in the 
Diocesan partner schools, where 
he makes the rounds throughout 
the week to foster enthusiasm 
in their music programs early on 
and engage future Saints.

Listening to Gilbert talk about 
his students as well as his 
hopes and dreams for the band 
program at St. Louis Catholic, 
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one can’t help but want to pick 
up an instrument and join in.  His 
immediate goals include inviting 
local 8th graders to play with the 
Spirit of St. Louis Marching Band at 
a designated football game. 

“I’m excited to make band fun, 
relevant and entertaining while 
teaching the children proper 

technique,” he said.  “I want to get 
the band on the football field so the 
students can be seen!  And I’d love 
for the band to provide music for 
a musical with the choir!  But I just 

hope the students enjoy the band 
program so much that they keep it 
going far into the future.”

Tanner wholeheartedly agreed, 
saying she feels blessed that 
the Saints choir and band work 
together with such synergy.  The 
Concert Choir currently has about 
24 students, and Tanner hopes 
to increase that number and also 
diversify the choir into beginning 
and advanced groups and 
potentially even men’s and women’s 
sections.

“I’ve never been the kind of choir 
teacher to say, ‘This is my program 
and we’re going to be wonderful and 
I don’t care about you,’ and (Gilbert) 
is not that kind of band director 
either, which is very beneficial,” 
Tanner said.  “There are schools 
where the choir and band just don’t 
mix, like oil and water, and if we’re 
promoting the arts, we’re promoting 
the arts – that’s all there is to it.  I’m 
very impressed by Blake.”

These two teachers surely are 
making beautiful music at St. Louis 
Catholic High School.



What excites you most about 
working with high school 
students at St. Louis Catholic? 
“Everyone has a vocation to 
holiness.  That journey begins at 
Baptism, and here at school, we 
are here to help the parents in 
the formation of their children.  I 
am privileged to be a part of that 
and help students come see the 
beauty of the Catholic faith; even 
those that are not Catholic, we 
can expose to them the beauty 
of Christianity and Christ.  Pope 
Benedict XVI said faith is not 
a set of doctrines and a set of 
rules you follow; it is a living 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  
Once you have that, your life is 
never the same.  To be able to 
help people discover that gift is 
so wonderful, and it’s at the heart 
of mercy.  You’re really helping to 
elevate people’s lives, and that is 
a joy.”

How does having both a 
chaplain (Father Ruben 
Villarreal) and a campus 
minister benefit St. Louis? 
“We have a chaplain, and we 
have me in my own small humble 
way trying to bring these 
different prayer activities 
– but our chaplain 
is such a great gift 
because through 
him, we can have the 
sacraments.  We are so 
blessed to have the Eucharist, the 
summit of the Christian life, once 
a week right here in our school so 
our students can be drawn into 
that relationship.  We have the 
sacrament of Confession, so that 
when we fall, we know we can 
ask Father and will be forgiven of 
our sins.  We can come to that 
source of mercy.”

Sister Maria Jose PerezSister Maria Jose Perez
Sister Maria Jose Perez was so happy when her Mother Superior with the religious Sisters of 
Mercy in Alma, Michigan, assigned her to Lake Charles in 2018.

“I just said it’s warm!  Those were the very first words out of my mouth,” Sister Maria 
recalled.  “She saw something in me that could benefit the Diocese of Lake Charles, 
whether it would be at a school or somewhere else, and Bishop (Glen John) Provost 
requested I be put at St. Louis.  The people are so loving, and there is such faith here in 
Louisiana.  I am privileged to be here.”

Born and raised in Australia, Sister Maria is the third of eight children who helped raise 
her siblings before hearing God’s call to her true vocation in religious life.

“I had the experience of changing diapers and taking them to the movies, all the fun 
stuff, and then when that was almost done, the Lord said, ‘OK, I’ve got other plans 
for you,’” she said.  “The way I see my job description is like St. Therese the Little 
Flower - I am here to be the love at the center of St. Louis and to help students to 
see that they too can be that love at this school and within their communities.”

Campus Ministry at St. Louis Catholic High School was lifted to new heights after 
Sister Maria’s arrival to lead the program.  In an in-depth Q&A, she highlighted 
weekly Eucharistic Adoration, the Danny Miller Rosary Club and class retreats as just a 
few initiatives that are priorities in her work that is just beginning to unfold on campus:
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What are the most crucial 
spiritual challenges you hope 
to help students with as they 
develop their relationships with 
God? 
“To help them see that they are 
loved by an infinite God.  Some 
of them will be confident of their 
identity through our Lord in high 
school.  But for others, it’s about 
helping them to propose that 
there is this God that loves them 
and see that they can trust in that 
and experience that love of God 
in their daily lives.  And also, to 
show them that God doesn’t love 
them because they are perfect.  
Not at all!  God loves them where 
they are at that moment in life, 
and they can take comfort in 
that.  So often our young people 
think ‘I have to be this certain 
way because if I’m not, I’m not 
valued.’  But their value and their 
dignity doesn’t lie in what they 
do, or how smart they are, it lies 
in the fact that God loves them 
into existence.  So that is the 
challenge, but also the joy I hope 
to show these young people.”

What do you hope to 
accomplish next year and 
beyond in Campus Ministry at 
St. Louis Catholic?

“Next year will be the year of 
the Eucharist – I’ll be targeting 
how the Eucharist brings us 
together as a community.  We 

will actively look at student and 
staff participation in the Eucharist 
because the more you know 
about the Eucharist, the more you 
can fall in love with the Eucharist, 
which is the source and summit 
of the Christian life.  So there 
is a lot to start working on right 
now.  Thankfully we’ve got a lot of 
talented, knowledgeable people.  
We need to put flesh to these 
bones and these skeletons.”

Finally, tell us about the class 
retreat opportunities ahead for 
students in 2019 and 2020.

“The freshman retreat is Aug. 
26-27 at the Wesley Center in 
Alexandria, La.  I’m really excited 
about getting our freshmen to 
come together on this retreat 
as one class because what I’ve 
found is our students don’t really 
feel like the bonds between each 
other are really solidified until 
their senior year when they’re on 
their way out.  So if we can get 
them to come together earlier and 
make them feel comfortable with 
each other, that can only benefit 
the whole school.  That’s why 
I’ve been working on getting us 
this freshman retreat not only so 
students can start forming bonds 
with each other earlier but so they 
can form new relationships with 
students who are coming from 
different schools as well.

“We’re moving toward having 
student input in what they want to 
see in retreats.  At this stage we 
have freshman overnight retreat, 
two one-day retreats (sophomore 
and junior) and an overnight 
retreat for seniors.  All will be 
mandatory.  What we’re looking at 
in terms of gaps with the Diocese 
is having a look and seeing if 
there is an interest in going from 
a Friday to a Sunday and learning 
about Theology of the Body, or 
going on a 3-day hiking trip with 

juniors to have a leadership retreat 
out in the wilderness.  So we’re 
looking at having tiered levels: the 
mandatory ones for each class 
and then optional retreats on a 
smaller scale, capping numbers 
at possibly 30 students so you 
can run a retreat well, but that 
wouldn’t mean we’d lose the 
quality.”

What else don’t we know about 
you? 
“I’m crazy about soccer.  You 
name it – I’ve managed soccer 
teams and just love the whole 
team-building aspect and the 
personalities and skills that 
shine.  Students who may not be 
so interested in the classroom, 
put them on the soccer field 
and it’s like they’re a different 
person.  It’s amazing.  I’ve always 
enjoyed that.  I also don’t mind 
a good argument.  Getting into 
a good discussion is actually 
quite enjoyable, and I encourage 
students in my (freshman 
theology) class to argue their 
points and really back themselves 
up.  If they’re valid points, kudos 
to them!”

CAMPUS MINISTRY  |
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A Family

St. Louis Catholic High School 
was like a second home to Bruce 
and Cathy Thompson for 22 years.

They knew continuing their 11 
children’s education at the only 
Catholic high school in Lake 
Charles would be expensive – but 
as Cathy put it – St. Louis was 
simply the place to be.   She 
graduated from Sacred Heart in 
New Orleans and her husband 
from Catholic High School in 
Baton Rouge before they met at 
LSU, so they were determined to 
provide their 11 children the same 
unforgettable and formative high 
school experiences they had.

“It’s an investment, and there’s 
nothing more important to invest 
in than your children,” Cathy 
said.  “We grew up and saw the 
value in the Catholic education we 

were given, so there was never a 
question.”

Their journey began in 1993 with 
their oldest daughter, C.C., who 
went on to win the St. Louis Award 
her senior year 1997.  Five of the 
Thompsons’ seven daughters 
were Homecoming Queen, and all 
11 children were actively involved 
in Saints athletics.  Elizabeth “Bit” 
(Class of 2010) currently teaches 
Art and Photography and coaches 
Volleyball at her alma mater.

“That was a benefit of having so 
many is we were here for such 
a long period of time,” Bruce 
Thompson said. “Most parents are 
here for a small window, so by the 
time you get your feet wet, you’re 
gone.  We were just so involved 
with everybody – the teachers, the 
faculty, the Foundation Board, it 

felt like home here just because 
we had so many and there was 
always another one coming up.”

“Bit” Thompson attended St. Louis 
Catholic with her sisters Louise 
(’07), Maggie (’12) and Frances 
(’14).  The youngest sibling, 
Mac, graduated in 2015.  “Bit” 
Thompson said she definitely 
understood the value of her 
Catholic education and hopes to 
pass it on to her students today.

“While I do hope they learn a little 
something about art, photography 
or volleyball, I really hope they 
learn more about life, relationships 
and how much I care for them,” 
she said. “I think that’s something 
that we have always done really 
well at St. Louis – having a faculty 
and staff that really cares for the 
young people they are coming in 

The Thompsons' JourneyThe Thompsons' Journey
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of Saints

contact with on a daily basis.”

“Bit” Thompson specifically cited 
former volleyball coach Bekki 
Bonnaffee and her sophomore 
religion teacher, Robbie Austin 
(now in media arts), as having big 
impacts.

“No day was ever the same in 
Mr. Austin’s classroom, and he 
was always creative, artistic, 
completely authentic, and 
encouraged us to think differently 
and be unique,” she said. “I think 
it was my sophomore year that 
I decided that I wanted to focus 
on art after high school, and Mr. 
Austin had a huge hand in that.”

Her parents agreed that the 
size of St. Louis Catholic was 
very beneficial – a “family-like” 
atmosphere.

“If you ask each of 
ours, they’ll say they 
loved their high school 
experience.”   
Cathy Thompson said. 
Anna Thompson Pohorelsky 
(’03) credits her teachers at St. 

Louis Catholic for inspiring her to 
teach history at St. Michael’s in 
Baton Rouge before she and her 
husband, Aric, also a St. Louis 
graduate, and their children moved 
to Birmingham, Ala.

“It’s really a microcosm for how 
it should be in the world – that 
our faith should imbue everything 
that we do,” Pohorelsky said.  “It 
should be the source of every 
other aspect of our life, and I think 
Catholic education is a model for 
that.  Teachers should be living 
examples in how they live their 
lives not just in the classrooms, 
and that was definitely present in 
my time at St. Louis.  It definitely 
had an impact on me in terms 
of wanting to share that with 
other young people when I was 
a teacher and now my seven 
children making our faith the most 
important thing that we do.”

Before too long, the Thompsons 
hope they’ll be coming back to St. 
Louis Catholic again in a different 
role – as grandparents.  They have 
28 grandchildren, and their oldest 
grandson is in seventh grade 
at Our Lady Queen of Heaven, 

where they started the foundation 
of Catholic education with their 
children.

Bruce Thompson says he hopes 
more families in Lake Charles 
appreciate the blessing of an 
education at St. Louis Catholic 
and make the commitment as they 
did for more than two decades.

“It still bothers me when I see 
Our Lady Queen of Heaven kids 
going to public schools,” he 
said.  “If your faith is important, 
there shouldn’t be any question 
… You don’t have to go on the 
best vacation or have the best car 
or go out to eat lunch every day.  
But if your faith is important, how 
is there a decision?  You have 
Mass, you have Confession, you 
have Adoration, you have retreats, 
it gives your children a better 
foundation.  It should be a no-
brainer.” 

For the Thompsons, 
education at St. Louis 
Catholic was a  
no-brainer.
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IMPACTING ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC 
COACH GAGE

Coach Terry Gage is living the dream 
at St. Louis Catholic High School.

He launched the school’s wrestling 
program in 2009 and used his 
trademark positive reinforcement 
to lead the Saints to a Division III 
state championship only nine years 
later in 2018.  When he came out of 
retirement after a 40-year career with 
the Social Security Administration to 
coach wrestling at St. Louis Catholic, 
Gage said he wanted to make a 
lasting impact.

“My philosophy is if I undertake a 
project, I don’t undertake it just for 
one person,” Gage said.  “I told them 
if I undertook the wrestling program, 
we’d have to build something the 
school would be proud of.  It wasn’t 
going to be just for one person’s son.  
That was my statement to them.  To 
bring me out of retirement, this had 
to be more than just a one or two-
year program.  I wanted something 
where the wrestling program means 
something to everyone.”

Gage is a self-described family 
man – a husband and father of two 
children and eight grandchildren.  
One grandson, senior Will Gage, is a 
St. Louis wrestler, though Terry Gage 
said he tries to treat all his athletes as 
if they were his grandchildren.  

Gage instills great discipline in his 
wrestlers, and they value their coach’s 
commitment to their success both on 
and off the mat.  Gabe Emerson ’12 
remembers Gage coming to the St. 
Louis campus to build his first team.

“My mom told me I had to do a sport 
when I got to St. Louis, and then sure 
enough the next day, Coach Gage 
came up to me and said, ‘Son, want 
to join the wrestling team?’” Emerson 
said.  “That’s kind of what drew me in 
that he was so personal and basically 
taught us from the ground up.  There 
were maybe two or three students 
with previous wrestling experience, 
but most of us had no idea what we 
were doing, so he took us under his 
wing and just showed us the basics, 
and then we started to succeed after 
that.”

Emerson is training 
to be a pilot in the 
U.S. Air Force, 
stationed at Vance 
Air Force Base in 
Enid, Okla.  Gage 
attended his 
commissioning 
ceremony when he 
graduated from LSU 
– a special surprise 
that Emerson’s 
mother arranged.

“He’s had a really big impact on all of 
our lives, so it was really special for 
him to be able to witness that event,” 
Emerson said. “Coach Gage was the 
best coach I’ve had.  He wasn’t the 
screaming, yelling, in your face; he 
was more of the ‘if you don’t do this, 
you’re hurting yourself more than 
you’re hurting me,’ so that kind of 
mentality really drove us and pushed 
us to do our best.”

Chaz Oubre ’12 was also a member 
of Gage’s first wrestling team, and he 
had a front-row seat at the 2018 state 
championship as a Saints assistant 
coach.  Oubre graduated from the 
Louisiana Tech College of Engineering 
and works at Westlake Chemical, 
but he didn’t want to pass up the 
opportunity to work with Gage and his 
“high-intensity, high-positivity” style.

“When I wrestled, we all kind of 
cheered each other on for individual 
accomplishments, but last year and this 
year were completely different because 
it wasn’t as much about individual 
accomplishments anymore – it was about 
everyone doing as well as they could to 
win a state championship,” Oubre said.  
“So it was an entirely different spin on 
wrestling.  It was a pretty huge deal; I 
don’t think a lot of people understood 
what it meant for that team to be started 
and win a state championship within eight 
years.”

The margin was ever so slight – 209-
204.5 – only 4.5 points ahead of 
De La Salle, who entered as two-
time defending Division III state 
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champions.  But instead St. Louis 
Catholic emerged with Calcasieu 
Parish’s first ever state title in 
wrestling.

Gage said all the stars simply aligned 
for the Saints, who placed in the top 
six in 11 of 14 weight classes.

“We didn’t have a lot of injuries, and 
the team stayed together mentally, 
physically and spiritually,” Gage said.  
“We had a little luck on our side too – 
we won some matches, and some of 
the other teams lost some matches.  
It was exciting to watch the parents, 
and it was exciting to watch the kids.”

Wrestler Alex Yokubaitis, a 
sophomore on the 2018 team and a 
three-time individual state champion, 
said he felt the team come together in 
a magical way.

“Even though wrestling is mainly an 
individual sport, under the leadership of 
Coach Gage, our team became a family,” 
Yokubaitis said.  

“Everyone was working hard to 
benefit their teammates as 
much as themselves.   It was 
nothing short of amazing 
to accomplish the goal of a 
team that had once been only 
an idea just nine years before.  
This was amplified by the fact 
that we were able to defeat 
teams that have been in 
existence for generations.”

And the Saints came very 

close to defending their title – 
finishing behind only Basile in the 
2019 state tournament.  However, 
Gage believes the team has a 
successful 2020 ahead.  The journey 
will begin with a summer camp at 
Oklahoma State University.

Yokubaitis knows it won’t be easy, 
but he feels blessed to wrestle for 
Gage.

“Coach Gage not only requires that 
we give 100 percent effort, but he 
also inspires us to want to work our 
hardest,” Yokubaitis said.  “Coach 
Gage pushes me to the limit not just 
in athletics, but in life in general.  He 
has made me a better wrestler by 
making me love to work hard on and 
off the mat. Coach Gage has taught 
me to accept setbacks with grace and 
push through to the next challenge. 
Wrestling for him is one of the most 
enjoyable things I’ve experienced.”

Emerson said Gage taught him 
lessons beyond 
wrestling.

“It’s that same mentality of you put 
in the work yourself and you’ll notice 
your hard work pays off in the end 
if you take it upon yourself to do it,” 
Emerson said.  “That really led me 
through college, and it’s leading me 
through pilot training currently.

“So I still think about those lessons he 
taught us in high school – they still stick 
with us today.”

He’s just living his dream – and 
helping young student athletes 
achieve theirs.

 living the  living the dreamdream
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Shirley Winey Brown will never 
forget the Catholic educational 
foundation she obtained at 
Sacred Heart.  The oldest of eight 
children, she graduated from 
Sacred Heart in 1958 along with 
her brothers Harold (’61) and Larry 
(’67) before Sacred Heart merged 
with St. Charles Academy and 
Landry Memorial to form St. Louis 
Catholic High School in 1970.

Brown recalled the fierce 
commitment of her parents, 
Joseph and Katherine Winey, to 
Catholic education and Christian 
values.  Two more of her sisters – 
Betty Winey Rogers (St. Charles 
Academy ’69) and Janis Winey 
(St. Louis Catholic ’76) and a 
brother Donald Winey (St. Louis 
Catholic ’79) also attended the 
network of Catholic high schools 
in Lake Charles.

“They believed in determination 
and sacrifice and the ability to 
excel academically,” Brown said 
of her parents.  “My mother was 
a chef for St. Charles Academy’s 
nuns at night, and my dad was the 
janitor for St. Charles Academy 
before it closed.  St. Charles 
Academy was a boarding school 
– children came from as far away 

as Venezuela to attend this private 
dormitory school.  

“So Betty got a chance to explore 
a greater wealth than she would 

have if she had stayed at 
Sacred Heart.  (St. Charles 
Academy was) so dignified, 
so professional; the girls 
wore black and white saddle 
oxfords, skirts and white 

blouses.”

Both Betty and Shirley 
continued their education 
in college – Betty at 

Xavier University, after which she 
became a supervisor at Sasol – 
and Shirley at McNeese State, 
where she studied education and 
became a licensed professional 
counselor.  

Brown recalled the hard work 
she put in as a married student at 
McNeese in the 1950s and 1960s. 

“I was a bus rider catching the 
bus on the corner, sitting in the 
back, told I can’t sit in the front, 
but I was determined to make 
it to McNeese because I knew 
my parents couldn’t send me 
anywhere,” Brown said.  “I’d go 
to bed at night with my children in 
the bed and then wake up about 2 
or 3 o’clock in the morning and sit 
at the little metal kitchen table and 
study the rest of the night.  After 
I did my schoolwork I’d get ready 
and catch the bus.  My husband 
Henry would put the kids in the 
stroller and push them to the 
babysitter because we didn’t own 
a car.”

Her two sons, Jeffre and Joel, 
also attended St. Louis Catholic 
and graduated in 1979 and 1988, 
respectively.  Joel tragically died 
in 2009, but the family’s legacy 

at St. Louis Catholic lives on 
through his daughter – Brown’s 
granddaughter, Alexandria 
Goodly.

Goodly is a senior in the Class 
of 2019 and a leader on the 
Lady Saints basketball team.  
The veteran point guard tore 
her ACL as a junior, but her 
career caught the eye of the 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette 
nonetheless.  After an arduous 
11-month rehabilitation and 
Brown often transporting her to 
physical therapy, Goodly returned 
for a resilient senior season that 
included signing with the Ragin’ 
Cajuns in November.

“We never talked basketball those 
11 months,” Brown said.  “I knew 
it was a sensitive thing she was 
fighting to get back to where she 
was, so we respected her as she 
worked on the problem her way.  
She put her bootstraps on and did 
what she had to do, and we were 
here to help her  
when she asked.”

Goodly said she feels prepared for 
college on all levels because of St. 
Louis Catholic.

“St. Louis just changed my 
personality and my looks on life,” 
she said.  “It makes you want to be a 
better person because they teach you 
about God and doing the right thing 
in your community.  It’s only right 
to do what you’re told here.  This is a 
family.”

Sacred HeartSacred Heart
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“Are you doing all you can 
for him?” These words came to 
mind as I was on an afternoon run 
years ago, and on this particular 
run, I vividly remember the 
urgency of guiding my son on his 
educational path.  For 20 years, I 
had dedicated my life to teaching 
in the public school system.  While 
my daughter thrived in this setting, 
I knew my son needed something 
different – something more. 

Listening to that inner call, I 
transferred him to Our Lady 
Immaculate in Jennings and 
vocally expressed a desire to send 
him to St. Louis Catholic for high 
school. For many, this may not 
be anything extraordinary, but for 
my family it was a huge leap of 
faith. I simply trusted God would 
provide and oh, how He has!  Now 
Aaron is a junior, and he and I are 
both part of the St. Louis Catholic 
community. 

Recently at dinner one evening, 
my son told me he now spends 
many lunch periods playing chess 
with classmates. This is the same 
kid who would rather be in the 
duck blind than the classroom, 

the middle-of-the-road student 
who reveled in being average. 
From playing chess to choosing 
Honors French III as his elective, 
St. Louis Catholic has provided 
opportunities for Aaron to grow 
in a safe, family environment that 
cannot be replicated elsewhere.  
During the past three years I recall 
so many moments as my favorites 
– Homecoming pep rallies, 
watching 
spirited cheers 
from our 
student section 
at football 
games, and 
seeing the 
entire student 
body singing 
the Alma Mater. 
Then a single 
photograph 
given to me by 
Saints alumna 
and fellow 
faculty member 
Liz Mueller 
captured the 
essence of our 
journey at St. 
Louis Catholic 
- my son 

receiving the Eucharist at school.  
To receive Christ in this sacrament 
not only at Sunday Mass, but 
also each Wednesday during the 
school week is at the heart of our 
journey.  St. Louis Catholic is a 
gift – a gift to families, a gift to the 
community, a gift to this world 
– and I hope many others can 
discover the incredible benefits of 
a Catholic high school education.

A Saint’s Journey by Mia Orgeron

“And they don’t baby you here.  
Teachers tell you what to do, 
and if you do it, great, and if not, 
oh well.  They prepare you to be 
independent because in college 
you have to have your own 
willpower to succeed.”

Last year as a junior, Brown 
accompanied Goodly during her 
ring ceremony – an emotional 
tradition for a family that has seen 
so many walk those same halls.  
Two of Brown’s nephews, Harold 

Winey Jr. (’85) and Jared Rogers 
(’05) also graduated from St. 
Louis Catholic, but Goodly will be 
the last family member for a while.

While St. Louis Catholic has 
many more students than the 28 
boys and girls Brown graduated 
with at Sacred Heart in 1958, the 
school’s unity hasn’t changed.

“The sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament devoted their life to 
Sacred Heart and helping the 
black community because our 

school wasn’t integrated,” Brown 
said.   
 
“The sisters’ confidence in us 
made me believe in myself.  
 
I know Alexandria has a strong 
mind and a strong will, and if she 
says I’m going to do it, UL better 
look out because she’s coming 
on that campus, and she’s not 
going to forget who she is or who 
she came from.”

God will provide.God will provide.
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It’s what 
we strive 
for every 
day at 

St. Louis Catholic High School. It’s 
what Deacon Glenn Viau always 
pushed us to achieve, whether he 
was teaching Graham Greene in 
Key Authors, popping into Pre-Cal, 
addressing teachers at a faculty 
meeting or leading the school 
community in prayer. As a faithful 
disciple of Christ, he taught as Jesus 
did: through stories and by example.  
He served on the administrative 
staff at St. Louis Catholic from 1991 
through 2001, and again from 2002 
through 2007, serving as Academic 
Assistant Principal (1991-1998), 
Campus Minister (1998-2001), and 
Academic Administrator (2002-2007).  
He also taught Theology, English, 
Social Studies and Journalism.  He 
also served as interim principal at 
St. Louis Catholic for the 2017-18 
school year.

Deacon Viau inspired us to live the 
Gospel through both his exhortations 
and loving witness. Anyone who 
sought Deacon Viau’s advice can 
attest to the gentle way he guided 
people.  While I don’t recall all the 

details of Candide, taught by Deacon 
Viau as a guest lecturer in our World 
Literature class, I distinctly remember 
his passion. This passion inspired 
me to continue studying literature 
in college, and it was his gentle 
guidance that helped me settle into a 
career teaching at St. Louis Catholic.  
Early in my teaching career, Deacon 
Viau reached out for my input 
regarding his reading list for a class 
he was teaching on the Catholic 
Novel.  I can’t articulate how eagerly 
I devoured that list.  It wasn’t about 
the novels (his choices were perfect); 
it was the unspoken confidence in 
me as a teacher and a reader that he 
communicated through that request.  
It was this confidence that bolstered 
me through overwhelming challenges 
and empowered me to be a better, 
more focused teacher. I know I am 
not alone here; so many people 
have stories of how Deacon Viau 
encouraged and guided them.

“He could encourage a struggling 
student and bring light into 
someone’s day when they were 
discouraged,” said Father Nathan 
Long, Rector at St. Louis Catholic 
and Pastor at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, where Deacon Viau 

REMEMBERING

  Deacon Glenn ViauDeacon Glenn Viau
 January 17, 1954 – November 28, 2018

EXCELLENCE.

By Holley Fontenot ‘04



15

TRIBUTE   |

served as deacon. “He had a 
particular heart for the students 
who were not easily accepted or 
who didn’t have many friends. 
Handshakes and high-fives to kids 
who struggled but made gains 
is what I remember most.  When 
we got together to think through 
a problem, I always saw some 
beautiful chemistry and great 
results for the parish and school.”

Father Long said humility was 
one of Deacon Viau’s greatest 
qualities.

“It was never about him and 
always about service,” Father 
Long said. “We ministers have 
a tendency to take ourselves 
too seriously, which keeps us 
from allowing God to do more. 
Deacon Viau’s easy pace and calm 
thinking through of things was a 
reflection of his deep trust in God’s 
care for him and the Church.”

While praying for Deacon Viau’s 

family and the repose of his soul 
this past December, a student 
earnestly blurted out, “You know, 
he really cared about us.” Though 
this student had never taken one 
of Deacon Viau’s classes, worked 
for him, or sought his spiritual 
guidance, he knew Deacon Viau. 
The legacy of this man lies in 
that very simple, very profound 
statement: He really cared about 
us. 

Deacon Viau’s many interests 
included books and literature, the 
theater, opera and science fiction.  
However, his true passions in 
life were for God and his family, 
including his wife of 27 years, 
Rosalie Sparacio Viau of Westlake, 
La., and daughter Christina.

“Deacon Viau loved to take road 
trips, and when he returned, we 
always were anticipating hearing 
about where he went to dinner,” 
Father Long said. “We would 
hear about each meal and what 
was on the menu. And when we 
went out of town, he’d make 
recommendations. So much 
happened around the dinner 
table for him - it was all about the 
community and sharing.” 

His family, his friends, his 
parish, and St. Louis Catholic 
all were deeply cared for and by 
God’s faithful servant, Deacon 
Glenn Viau. May we honor that 
legacy through our kindness 
and our constant search for 

EXCELLENCE.  

To truly carry on the memory 

of Deacon Viau at St. Louis 

Catholic for generations 

to come, a portion of the 

proceeds from the 2018-2019 

Saints Fund will go toward 

establishing an endowed 

scholarship in his name.  To 

make a gift, please visit www.

slchs.org/saintsfund, or send 

a check payable to St. Louis 

Catholic High School to 1620 

Bank Street; Lake Charles, LA 

70601.



Dear Saints Families & Friends,

During this school year we have celebrated and reflected on the many blessings that have brought us to this point. 
With new leadership and a vision to promote a culture of philanthropy, the future of St. Louis Catholic High School has 
never looked brighter.  With deep-rooted traditions and a community that bleeds orange and blue, the support and 
commitment to our school is unwavering.  

Whether you are a parent, a graduate, a parent of a graduate, a grandparent or a friend of St. Louis Catholic, your 
generosity of time, talent and treasure during the 2018-2019 school year contributed to our success this year.  Thank 
you for the many ways you give to make this an exceptional educational faith community for our students, faculty and 
staff! Your part, no matter how large or small, is felt throughout our campus.  

As we complete the school year and look ahead to our 50th anniversary, we enter a transformational time for St. Louis 
Catholic.  Please continue to be involved and generous.  

After all, to quote St. Francis of Assisi, “It is in giving that we receive.”

For Our Saints,

Ashley Ivey-Atkins
Director of Advancement 

Heather Ieyoub
Director of Admissions

Ashley Ivey-Atkins
Director of Advancement

Colleen Phillips
Operations Manager

Rachel Jones
Advancement

Communications 
Coordinator

We understand that selecting the right high school for your child is an extremely important decision. I have a strong 
belief in faith-based education having given Catholic Education to my four children – one a 2013 St. Louis Catholic 
graduate and another a current student – and my husband is also a Saints alumnus (class of 1989).

At St. Louis Catholic High School, education transcends everyday school life, welcoming students and their families 
into a warm Catholic faith community. We are a school where your child will be safe and well cared for, but also flourish 
personally and intellectually. Your child will develop friendships and deep bonds that will last a lifetime.

Our students receive a faith-based education that is academically rigorous and challenging. Your child will be prepared 
for college with our wide selection of AP, Dual Enrollment and Elective courses taught by extremely qualified teachers 
who genuinely care about your children as if they were their own.

Family is an integral part of a St. Louis Catholic education, and we seek families who take a strong interest in their 
children’s development and who will partner with us to support their children’s education. 

Thank you for considering St. Louis Catholic High School for your child.  We can’t wait to work with you. 

Welcome Home & God Bless!

Heather Ieyoub
Director of Admissions

16
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DIRECTORS’ MESSAGES  |  SCHOLARSHIPS|

Patricia Petty Engel
Jacques and Elizabeth de la Bretonne
Thomas K. and Beatina Alexander O’Carroll
Phillip E. Ribbeck
George J. and Gloria Bradford John
St. Louis Catholic 25th Anniversary Endowed 
Scholarship
Gertrude Joffrion Winter
Henry J. “Doc” and Ethel S. Mancuso

Glendon L. Smith
Lester M. and Geri Christ Landry
Pam Gabriel LeBlanc
A.M. and Juanita Hebert Stelly
Adam Puckett
Robert and Vida Pumpelly
Judge Earl E. Veron
Alverdy Heyd Veron
Douglas Veron

St. Louis Catholic High School 

 Endowed Scholarships
We are extremely grateful to those generous individuals who have named a 
permanently endowed scholarship at St. Louis Catholic High School:
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Leslie and Patrick Milligan were determined to leave St. 
Louis Catholic High School a better place not just for 
their children, but for future generations of Saints student 
athletes when they made a major decision in 2017.

Because of the Milligans’ generosity, a state-of-the-art 
addition to the Saints’ baseball facility, concession stand 
and bathrooms became a reality - the Milligan Stutes 
All Saints Complex was completed in 2018.  It was the 
school’s first major gift received in 16 years and provided 
an atmosphere that rivals many college sports facilities.

“There is nobody around town that has a facility like 
ours,” said Patrick Milligan, whose wife Leslie graduated 
from St. Louis Catholic in 1990.  “Knowing that my sons 
would be playing baseball here, I wanted to create an 
experience that they would remember. We should be 
doing a better job of taking care of our school.  This is 
a call to arms.  We did this, now what else can we do?   
We need more bricks and more mortar on this campus.”

The Milligans have two sons (Gus ’20 and Hank ’23), 
who will reap the benefits of the new facility, and two 
daughters (Abbie ’18 and 12-year-old Mary).   As a 
former teacher at Our Lady Queen of Heaven, Leslie 
Milligan is passionate about Catholic education and 
the environment it provides for her children.  Although 
Patrick did not grow up in Lake Charles, he shares the 
same passion and vision for progress and growth within 
Catholic schools.

They said St. Louis Catholic is a special school 
community that has allowed their children to grow, 
succeed and flourish not only academically, but also 
spiritually, athletically and socially.  

“I think that my parents were more than happy to make 
such a donation to the school because of how much St. 
Louis gave me, and all of us,” Abbie Milligan said.  “They 
see the person I am today and know that it is largely due 
to my time at this school.  My teachers prepared me so 
well for college, I made friends that I will have forever, 
and my faith is now unshakable. I think they know they 
can never truly repay St. Louis for all that it meant to me, 
but I’m so proud of what they are willing to give.”

SAINTS  
Among UsAmong Us
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Giving back has always been a priority for the Milligans, 
especially Leslie’s father – Russell J. Stutes – the 
namesake of the school’s annual golf tournament.

“My parents were not able to attend private school, and 
they provided a Catholic education for my siblings and 
me,” Leslie Milligan said.  “Three of my parents’ four 
children attended St. Louis Catholic, so being able to 

give a gift to the school that I attended means that a 
piece of my father and my kids’ grandfather lives on at 
St. Louis Catholic - a school that he believed in.”

She added that St. Louis Catholic feels like “an extension 
of her family.”  So while a new baseball facility was a 
major gift, it was easy to support a place that has made 
an indelible impact on her family.

“It’s a place where we spent countless 

hours with teachers, faculty and 

other students, and the fact that my 

children get to go to a place where 

they feel safe, secure and at home is 

comforting,” Leslie Milligan said.  “I’m 

still friends with everyone I graduated 

with, and my kids are going to school 

with my friends’ kids.  St. Louis 

Catholic is a family to us.”

19

From left to right: Gus ‘20, Hank ‘23, Mary, Abbie ‘18, 
Patrick and Leslie Milligan
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The St. Louis Catholic High School community 
united to set a school fundraising record of 
$138,850 at the All Saints Auction on Aug. 18 at the 
Historic Calcasieu Marine Bank. The venue was 
transformed into a Cuban paradise with the theme 
“Havana Nights.”

The Great Tuition Giveaway was the hottest drawing 
of the night, selling all 100 available tickets, and the 
crowd enthusiastically bid on 24 live 
auction items that included a fishing trip 
to Costa Rica, a week-long excursion 
to Colorado, paintings by premier Lake 
Charles artist Eddie Mormon, a St. Louis 
Catholic graduation photo package and 
the “Saintsational” parking spot that 
ended up selling twice.  Attendees also 
tasted Cuban cuisine and participated in 
an extensive silent auction spearheaded 
by Auction committee members Monique 
DeSantos and Jennifer Tassin.

Faculty and staff submitted requests 
for funds raised at the Auction, and 
a committee comprised of teachers, 
administration and community members 

then convened to allocate the funds.  A full breakdown 
is on our website (www.slchs.org).  Funds raised at 
future Auctions will be part of the school’s general 
operating budget.

In addition to members of the school’s past and 
present community, representatives from St. Louis 
Catholic’s Diocesan partner schools and Diocesan 
leaders were in attendance.  The Flamethrowers 
concluded the night with live entertainment.

A L L 

SAINTSSAINTS
A U C T I O N

THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS, whose 
generous donations yielded $27,800 in revenue:

El Exclusivo Sponsors:
Collins Orthopaedics – Dr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Collins
Dunham Price Group – Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Price
Mudd, Bruchhaus & Keating – Mr. and Mrs. Chad Mudd & 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bruchhaus
Stables at Le Bocage – Mr. and Mrs. John Henning
Mr. and Mrs. Paige Clayton

Los Padrinos Sponsors:
Crawford Orthodontics – Dr. and Mrs. 
Craig Crawford  
Cascio Sports Medicine – Dr. and 
Mrs. Brett Cascio
Waitr
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Yokubaitis

Patron de Cigaro Sponsors:
Center for Orthopaedics – Dr. and 
Mrs. John Noble
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Langley

Patron de Mesa Sponsors:
Arthur J. Galagher & Co. – Mr. and Mrs. William Gage
Brad Foreman Construction – Mr. and Mrs. Brad Foreman
Conco Industrial Services – Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Meyer
Sabine Pools and Spas – Mr. and Mrs. Joey Tassin
Mr. and Mrs. Manny DeSantos
Mr. and Mrs. Beau Faul
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Hoffpauir Sr.

Mr. Sam Ivey and Mrs. Pat Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jiks
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Phillips

Cuba Libre Sponsors:
Jeff Davis Bank – Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Williamson

Ricky Ricardo Sponsors:
City Market and Deli – Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Diedrich
Southern Marble – Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kuehn
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kihlken
Mr. and Mrs. David Stine

From Our Auction Chair:
The 2018 All Saints Auction 
was chaired by Carrie Collins.  
Carrie and her husband, Dr. 
Geoffrey Collins, have three 
sons at St. Louis Catholic 
(Kevin Collins ’19, Jackson 
Gerber ‘19 and Patrick Collins 
’21).

“I’ve been asked by many, 
‘How do you have time to chair 
the auction?’” Carrie Collins 
said.  “The truth is, I don’t 
have time.  All of us are crazy 

busy these days.  But we make time for the things that are 
important to us.  Very quickly this cause became important 
to me because it was an opportunity to do something new 
for our school and new for our children.  We look forward to 
an even more successful 2019 event to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of St. Louis Catholic.”

SAVE THE DATE
St. Louis Catholic Golden Gala & 
Auction: Friday, Sept. 20, 2019, at 

Calcasieu Marine Bank

THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS



The St. Louis Catholic Foundation was established 
in 1983 for the sole purpose of giving financial 
assistance to St. Louis Catholic High School.  
Outgoing chairman Billy Loftin shared his thoughts 
on the Foundation’s growth during his five years of 
service on the Board of Directors.

Why did you choose to stay involved 
in the Foundation even after your son 
graduated from St. Louis Catholic?
“Actually, it wasn’t just my son but all five of my 
children, with my first daughter graduating in 2005 
and my only son graduating in 2018. The basis for 
my commitment to Catholic education started in my 
elementary school days at St. Aloysius and then at 
Catholic High School in Baton Rouge. Over the years, 
while my children were attending St. Louis Catholic, 
I made every effort to support the activities there.  I 
could never give back enough for all of the blessings 
which I have received from my Catholic education.”

From your view as chairman, why is 
the Foundation’s existence vital for the 
school?
“The Foundation is vital for the school based on 
its primary function and purpose. The primary 
function was to establish an endowment fund to be 

maintained in perpetuity. The general purposes are 
to provide financial support for St. Louis Catholic 
High School in order to maximize its ability to 
educate its students within a high moral and Christian 
environment and to continue to raise funds to 
accomplish the goals of the Foundation.” 

In what ways do you hope the 
Foundation continues to grow under 
the next chairperson?
“I hope that the next chairman will follow through 
with the efforts I have made with Ashley Ivey-Atkins, 
the Director of Advancement, to continue a more 
unified approach to the fundraising efforts at St. 
Louis Catholic. It is my position that this effort will 
help the Foundation continue to grow, as it is not the 
quantity of events by the various groups at SLCHS 
which will lead to its growth and success, but the 
unity of those groups and the quality of their efforts 
which will propel the school to the next level on these 
fundraising efforts.”

To learn more about the St. Louis Catholic 
Foundation, or to make a gift, please call the school’s 
Office of Advancement at 337-494-0724.
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Mike Veron definitely learned the values of hard work 
and charitable giving from his parents – Alverdy and 
Judge Earl Veron.

Now an attorney at Veron, Bice, Palermo & Wilson in 
Lake Charles and a 1968 graduate of Landry Memorial 
High School, Mike Veron said it was his mother’s wish 
to support Catholic education even after her death in 
2014.  Alverdy Heyd Veron graduated from St. Charles 
Academy in 1946, and Mike’s younger brother Douglas 
Veron graduated from St. Louis Catholic High School in 
1972 – two years after St. Charles, Landry Memorial and 
Sacred Heart merged to form one school.

“It was just part of our DNA to try to do what we could 
do to support Catholic education,” Mike Veron said.  
“My mother walked the walk more than talked the talk.  
When I chaired the Opening Windows capital campaign 
at St. Louis (in 2003), she donated to that and we raised 
about $3.5 million for the school.  And Douglas passed 
away in 2004 when he was only 50 years old, so when 
my mother and I endowed everything, we wanted to 
name something for him as well.”

Therefore, in 2019, Mike Veron completed the 
endowment of three scholarships through the St. Louis 
Catholic Foundation in memory of Judge Earl E. Veron, 
Alverdy Heyd Veron and Douglas E. Veron, increasing 
the Foundation’s total number of endowed scholarships 
to 17.

The Band Room at St. Louis Catholic also is named the 
Doug Veron Music Room.

“Douglas and I both played in rock and roll bands in high 
school,” Mike Veron said.  “He was a drummer and I was 
a guitar player, but he was a better musician than I was.  
He spent most of his adult life playing in bands.  He was 
the kind of drummer that if somebody’s drummer got 
sick, they could call Doug and he just knew what to do 
and how to play, so it was seamless to bring him in.”

Judge Earl Veron was born in Smoke Bend, Louisiana, in 
Ascension Parish, and he was a grocer in Lake Charles 
until age 32, when he realized his dream to become a 
lawyer.

He graduated from LSU Law School in January 1959 
when he was 37 years old and practiced law in Lake 
Charles for eight years until he ran for and was elected 
state district judge in 1967.  In 1977, President Jimmy 
Carter appointed Earl Veron to the federal bench, and he 
held that position until he died in 1990 at age 68.

Judge Veron chaired two capital campaigns at Landry 
Memorial in 1953 and 1970, and Mike Veron said he will 
always be grateful for the Catholic education he received 
there. 

“The priests and lay teachers were fantastic – 
they challenged me, pushed me and inspired 
me,” Mike Veron said.  

“There were 51 boys in my graduating class in 1968, 
and we were told that was the largest graduating class, 
so it was a very small school then.  There was a similar 
number of girls at St. Charles Academy, and whatever 
social life we had involved their coming over for our 
dances and us going over there for their dances.  Just 
recently we had our 50th year joint reunion, and it was 
probably the best reunion we ever had.  We’ve really 
come to appreciate the relationships and friendships we 
had in those our formative years.”

If you are interested in creating 
an endowed scholarship, please email  

Ashley Ivey-Atkins, Director of Advancement, 
at aatkins@slchs.org, or call 436-7275 ext. 237. 

THE FOUNDATION |
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SUPPORTING CATHOLIC EDUCATION
   WITH MIKE VERON

Former LSU Law Center Chancellor Jack M. Weiss (center) 
is joined by members of the Judge Earl E. Veron family in a 
2009 photo.  Joining Weiss (L to R) are family members Louis 
Veron, brother; Mrs. Alverdy Veron, wife; Mike Veron, son; and 
Mike’s wife, Melinda Veron. 
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Rev. Nathan Long (Rector)
Andrew R. Bradley (Principal)
Ashley Ivey-Atkins (Director of 
Advancement)
Rachel Jones (Advancement 
Coordinator)
Elisabeth Baron
Kelly Berryhill
Shelly Brescher
Lori Brown
Paige Clayton
Dr. Geoffrey & Carrie Collins
Angela Crawford ‘88
Samantha Darbonne

Whitney Hanks ‘92
Karen Hardy
Rita LaBorde
Jill Lavergne
Kristy Millican
Leslie Milligan ‘90
David Nixon
Lisa Perry
Colleen & Raymond Phillips
Molly Quinn
Damon Rapp
Jodi Schlang
Julee Spann

Christin Stoneking
Jennifer Tassin
Jennifer Watson ‘91
Vic Vicknair ‘97
John Noble Jr., M.D.
Warren Buller
Kimberly Foreman
Julie Hebert ‘97
Susan Holmes
Pat Neck
Kathy Owen ‘89
Elizabeth Thompson ‘10
Mary Villaume

We give thanks to our incredible Leadership Committee for devoting their time and talent to making this 
year’s Saints Fund a fighting success.  We enlisted parent class captains as well as alumni, faculty and 
staff to make this revenue stream robust in its inaugural year.  

The Saints Fund adds to the general fund of the school’s budget to provide capital improvements, competitive teacher 
salaries and technology upgrades - all ensuring the continuation of quality education at St. Louis Catholic.  All Saints clubs, 
teams and organizations will be supported by The Saints Fund in order to create a true culture of philanthropy at the school.  

 I would not be the man I am 

today if not for the education 

I received at St. Louis 

Catholic High School.

-Patrick Diamond, Class of 1990

“ ” 

The Saints Fund
culture of philanthropyculture of philanthropy

2018-2019 Saints Fund Leadership Committee

THE CORNERSTONE SOCIETY
Monsignor Robert Angelle Society $10,000+
Monsignor Irving DeBlanc Society $5,000 - $9,999
JA Landry Society $2,500 - $4,999
Krajicek Society $1,500 - $2,499
Daniel Ieyoub Society $1,000 - $1,499

LOYALTY CLUB GIFTS
Shining Saints Gift $500 - $999
The Lou Gift $250 - $499
Halo Club $100 - $249
Orange Blue Club $1 - $99

Gift Societies and Clubs

For more information or to make a gift, please call Ashley Ivey-Atkins, Director of 
Advancement at 436-7275 ext. 237.www.slchs.org/saintsfund



Consider a 
Planned Gift to 
St. Louis Catholic  
High School 
WHAT EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW: 

Most of us tend to overlook the opportunity to have a profound impact on St. Louis 
Catholic when preparing our estate plans. Recently though, we have had more 
alumni and friends of St. Louis Catholic share their intentions of remembering this 
beloved school with a charitable gift from their estates. These legacy gifts can be 
catalysts for the school remaining viable and sustainable well into the future. 

DID YOU KNOW… the most tax efficient way to leave a charitable gift 
from your estate is through a retirement account? By naming St. Louis Catholic 
High School as one of the beneficiaries of your retirement plan the gift will be 
tax-free to St. Louis Catholic. If you are subject to estate tax, your estate will also 
receive a charitable deduction to offset the tax liability. Simply request a beneficiary 
designation form from your retirement plan administrator, and list St. Louis Catholic 
as a primary or contingent beneficiary. Make sure you communicate your intent of 
a gift to the executor of your estate as well as to St. Louis Catholic. 

DID YOU KNOW… you could make a gift to St. Louis Catholic which would 
pay you a guaranteed lifetime income stream? It’s true - you simply make a gift 
of cash, stocks, bonds or even real estate to St. Louis Catholic in exchange for a 
charitable gift annuity. You receive an immediate charitable income deduction, a 
lifetime guaranteed income, and any funds left in the annuity upon your passing 
transfer to St. Louis Catholic. 

DID YOU KNOW… you could gift your house to St. Louis Catholic, and 
after your death and the deaths of other named beneficiaries, St. Louis Catholic 
has the ability to sell the property and use the funds to further our mission? The 
advantage is you receive an immediate income tax deduction, relieve your heirs 
from the burden of selling the property, and in the event of large estates, eliminate 
or reduce taxes because the value of the property is removed from the estate. It’s 
called a retained life estate gift. You simply execute a transfer on death deed giving 
St. Louis Catholic ownership of your house after you and your named beneficiaries 
no longer have use for the property. 

DID YOU KNOW… you could avoid paying income tax on your required 
minimum distribution (RMD) from your IRA? How you ask?  Make a qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) from your IRA to St. Louis Catholic. By doing so, you 
can make a contribution to the school, avoid taxation on the withdrawal from the 
IRA and satisfy your RMD requirements. 

For further questions on planned giving opportunities to St. Louis  
Catholic, please contact Ashley Ivey-Atkins, Director of Advancement,  
at aatkins@slchs.org, or call 337.436.7275 ext. 237. 

THE SAINTS FUND  |  PLANNED GIVING  |
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2018-2019 
F O U N DAT I O N 

DIRECTORS

David Berryhill

Paige Clayton

Geoffrey Collins

Craig Crawford

Tom Filo

William Gage

Timothy Gilbert

Kathryn Heinen

John A. Henning, Sr.

Gretchen N. Jester

Jeff Kudla

Claude Leach

Thomas Litel

Billy E. Loftin, Jr. - Chairperson

Darren Martel

Chris McCall

Ronald L. McGinley

Timothy Meyer

Patrick Milligan

Craig Morton

Chad Mudd

Joseph Pousson, Jr.

Christopher Primeaux

Eric Stevens - Vice Chairperson

David Stine

Troy Stine

Todd Theriot

Bryan Vincent

Daniel Weaver



All Saints Auction
Friday, Sept. 20, 2019

at Calcasieu Marine Bank

1620 Bank Street | Lake Charles, LA 70601
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Football Season Opener
Friday, Sept. 6, 2019

vs. Crowley

Russell J. Stutes  
Memorial Golf Tournament

April 24, 2020

Homecoming 
Football Game

Friday, Oct. 4, 2019,
vs. Church Point

St. Louis Catholic High School        slchs_saints        slchs_saints


