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As the Superintendent of Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Lake Charles, it 
is a blessing year after year to watch the community and their devotion to the 
traditions of St. Louis Catholic High School. As the only Catholic high school in 
the Diocese, St. Louis has afforded numerous generations an excellent Catholic 
education, a family that can always be called upon and a strong sense of school 
loyalty. 

It is with pride that I introduce to you this year’s Spirit of St. Louis Catholic 
magazine. It is a wonderful collection of pages that remind us that Saints truly 
“Honor and Praise God ... In All Ways.” 

Each story and page in the Spirit of St. Louis Catholic magazine represents hundreds of 
untold stories. From the beauty of our vibrant student life to the rich history within these walls, 
St. Louis Catholic High School has been a pillar of strength and pride for the community. As 
the years go by, more and more alumni return to our beloved St. Louis to give thanks for the 
time and memories made. Moreover, our alumni return their individual gifts to our state and 
country, all while continuing to “Honor and Praise God ... In All Ways.” Enjoy the magazine, 
and Go Saints Forever!
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COMMUNITY  |

In the Spring of 2019, the Diocese of Lake Charles created new 
bylaws for St. Louis Catholic High School.  These bylaws clarified 
several important elements within SLCHS which included its 
order of authority, its Mission and Purpose, and most especially 
delineating the roles and responsibilities of its Active Members 
(previously referred to as the Board of Pastors), its Advisory Council 
(previously referred to as the School Board), the Rector as well as 
the Chief Executive Officer (also referred to as the Principal).

Simultaneously to the creation of these bylaws, Fr. Long secured 
the services of Development Innovations 360, a consulting group 
based in Lafayette, to create a Strategic Vision & Vitality Plan for 
SLCHS.  Working several months with the faculty and staff, a 
sampling of students and parents, along with interested community 
stakeholders, the school received a roadmap listing six Vision Areas 
through which our School’s Advisory Council would lead SLCHS 
for the next decade and beyond.  These Vision Areas are Mission & 
Catholic Identity, Governance & Leadership, Academic Excellence, 
Operational Vitality, Student Experience, and Facilities.

The Advisory Council consists of 10 members representing all 
segments of the Saints community, faculty, current and past 
parents, and community stakeholders along with ex-officio 
representation by the Rector, the Principal, the Director of Finance 
and the Director of Advancement.  The Council began this inaugural 
year addressing the specific Vision Area Goals and Tactics by 
conducting monthly Team sessions.  Parents joined faculty and 
Advisory Council members as key discoveries were made and 
specific tactical goals were discussed.  Though the COVID-19 
restrictions brought an abrupt end to these Team sessions, plans to 
restart these important discussions are certainly part of the 2020-21 
school year.

2019-2020 Advisory Council Members include Dinah Bradford, 
Chairperson; Carrie Collins; Jody Lavergne; Jenny Leach; Patrick 
Milligan; Mary Ann Moses; Jack Robichaux; Linda Gail Shumaker; 
Ann Vincent; and Jared Watson.  We are excited to be involved 
in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of our beloved Catholic high 
school as it continues to move forward as a leader into 2020 and 
beyond.

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

50 YEARS STRONG with a VISION for the 2020s

50yearsyears

Dinah Bradford Carrie Collins

Jody Lavergne Jenny Leach

Patrick Milligan Mary Ann Moses

Jack Robichaux Linda Gail Shumaker

Ann Vincent Jared Watson

By Dinah Bradford, Advisory Council Chair
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Rooted in Catholic Tradition!Rooted in Catholic Tradition!

“I want to share with you four “ingredients” by which 
our school seeks to form our students. These 4 Pillars 
were discerned through our rich history, the comments 
and conversations gathered from our Strategic 
Visioning, and Church teaching. They also are identified 
as areas that are increasingly compromised in today’s 
culture. They are: Wonder, Identity, Community, and 
Service.”  

- Father Nathan Long, Rector “
The Tassin Family, representing 127 combined years  

of supporting Catholic Education.



I can only imagine what my dad 
would say if he could see his great-
grandson at St. Louis this year. 

From the mid-1960’s when he 
served as Landry High School 
Athletic Booster Club President, 
it is doubtful Henry Mancuso, Sr. 
imagined that the tradition would still 
be perpetuated.  The five Mancuso 
kids graduated during a span of 10 
years from 1967 to 1977, three from 
Landry Memorial High School, one 
from St. Charles Academy, and one 
from St. Louis Catholic, where solid 
academic foundations and deep 
appreciation for the Catholic faith 
were fostered.  My sister, Brenda 
Mancuso Brocato, the youngest of 
the clan who graduated from St. 
Louis in its early years, remembers 
that “church and school were an 
integral part of our family.”

As a retired English teacher who 
taught at St. Louis for many years, I 
returned in 2019 to teach AP Government 
and Politics.  It was my privilege to spend 
so many years on the campus where my 
brothers and sister went to school, where 
the “hallowed halls” continue to offer the 
spirit of faith and friendship.  Three of us 
five siblings have already gathered for our 
50-year class reunions.  

My two children, Doug Dupont and Mary 
Allison Dupont Gil, also graduated from 
St. Louis Catholic.  New to the scene and 
starting the third generation of Mancuso 
descendants this year is my grandson, 
Henry Gil.  No matter the weather, 
Grandparents’ Day has always been a 
significant event at St. Louis, incredibly 
well attended, with grandparents filling 
the entire gym, waiting and watching for 
their grandchildren to greet them, seeing 
them perform and taking pictures together.  
I have attended Grandparents’ Day 
celebrations since 2002, but it was only this 

year that I actually got to celebrate the day 
as a grandparent with a grandchild at St. 
Louis.  It was a delight worth waiting for!  

I look forward to the upcoming years seeing 
Henry grow in the St. Louis tradition.  His 
opportunities to learn in a warm, nurturing 
environment, with teachers who genuinely 
care about his growth and development, 
especially in the years ahead preparing for 
his Confirmation, are promising. 

“Having a great nephew at St. Louis now 
means that a path created by my parents 
continues to be followed today,” added Fr. 
Henry Mancuso, St. Louis Catholic’s Rector 
from 1989–2000 and a 2005 St. Louis Hall 
of Fame inductee.

I can’t wait to see what the spirit of St. 
Louis Catholic holds for Henry.  Watching 
him live it day after day makes the 
experience even more meaningful for our 
family.

Barbara Mancuso Dupont with grandson, Henry Gil.

by Barbara Mancuso Dupont ‘68

Tradition lives on
Alumni Spotlight
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IT WAS MY 
PRIVILEGE TO 
SPEND SO MANY 
YEARS ON THE 
CAMPUS WHERE 
MY BROTHERS 
AND SISTER WENT 
TO SCHOOL, 
WHERE THE 
“HALLOWED 
HALLS” 
CONTINUE TO 
OFFER THE 
SPIRIT OF 
FAITH AND 
FRIENDSHIP.

“



It’s a scientific fact that dance activates both 
hemispheres of the brain simultaneously, improving 
brain health, sharpening cognitive skills and 
reducing stress by increasing serotonin levels.  
So St. Louis Catholic introduced Dance courses 
into its performing arts curriculum in 2019-2020, 
offering Beginner Dance I, Intermediate Dance II and 
Advanced Dance III taught by Ms. Tricia Barrow in 
the school’s state-of-the-art dance studio.

Ten students (five girls and five boys) took Dance 
I this year, while Dance II and Dance III had 13 
girls apiece.  The classes are open to grades 9-12 
and count for one Art Elective credit toward TOPS 
requirements.

“The intention is not to compete with an outside 
dance studio, 
but to enhance 
the skills within 
a dancer at an 
outside studio, 
to give students 
opportunities 
at the beginner 
level who might 
not dance at 
an outside 

studio a chance 
to experience that 
in the classroom, 
and to give them a 
diverse technique 
and genre 
opportunity,” said 
Barrow, who also 
serves as AP & Dual 
Enrollment Liaison at 
St. Louis Catholic.

St. Louis Catholic welcomed two renowned artists 
& choreographers, Carol Anglin and Golden Wright, 
as guest instructors this year to broaden students’ 
knowledge of dance techniques.  Dance students 
also were instrumental in the school’s production of 
FAME Jr. in February 2020 at ACTS Theatre.

Senior Olivia Rupert added that Dance I this year 

Dance
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along 
with 
four 
years of 
choir at St. Louis 
have helped her grow 
as a person.

“Even on days when I 
didn’t want to come to 
school, I always had that 
to look forward to, and 
it was a way for me to 
express myself and get 
myself out there even when 
I was more shy,” Rupert 
said.

Barrow attended the 
University of Hartford and 
danced professionally with the Colorado 
Ballet, said she hopes the dance education 
curriculum can grow even more at St. Louis Catholic 
and allow students to discover new potential career 
paths.

“I’m watching these kids gain confidence in the 

classroom each and every day, embrace something 
that was very intimidating, and enjoy and 

appreciate it,” she said.  “I had a student 
race in here one day, bend down, touch 

his toes and say, ‘Ms. Barrow, this 
is the first time I’ve ever 

been able 
to touch my 
toes in my 

life!’

“I had a student 
race in here one 
day...and say, 
‘This is the first 
time I’ve ever 
been able to 
touch my toes in 
my life!’”

-Tricia Barrow

5



When all Louisiana schools 
closed March 16, 2020, to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19, 
St. Louis Catholic High School 
students never stopped learning. 

Instead, Saints “marched on” 
with remote learning initiatives for 
the fourth quarter to ensure the 
Class of 2020 graduated on time 
and freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors completed their required 
instruction.

St. Louis Catholic has utilized 
one-to-one (1:1) technology 
since 2012, placing Fujitsu 
computer tablets in the hands 
of all students and teachers, 
so it was a seamless transition 
to remote learning and digital 
communication with Saints 
families.

Liz Mueller ‘84, Photography 
Teacher & Network Technician, 
said they were more than 
equipped for the new challenges.  
For teachers, one challenge was 
quickly acclimating to filming 
video lessons for their classes, 
and they were quite innovative!

“It makes me proud to be a 
Saint,” she said.  “We already 
had the tools in place to make it 
happen.  We never slowed when 
this crisis struck. Teachers all 
helped one another, our leaders 
inspired us, and we just jumped 
right in.”

Spanish teacher Katie Fournet 
said Google Meet “virtual office 
hours” were powerful to provide 
solace and connection.

“The feeling of relief to see my 
students still smiling through 
all of the chaos was provided 
because of these devices and 
because of our decision to march 
on academically,” said Señora 
Fournet.

With St. Louis Catholic’s 
streamlined system, including 
its remote learning hub and 
unwavering commitment to 
student success, parents and 
students alike understood 
the value of the school’s 1:1 

initiative. Senior McKenzie 
LeDuff said she feels much 
more prepared to attend college 
next year because of St. Louis 
Catholic’s remote learning.  She 
signed her letter of intent to play 
golf at Alabama State University 
April 16.

SAINTSMARCH ON
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learning remotely
“At Alabama State they are 
still in classes online, so I think 
it’s good that St. Louis is still 
giving us work online,” LeDuff 
said.  “It’s better to prepare us 

now than for us to get out there 
and just be like, ‘What is this, I 
thought we were just going to get 
a break?’”

Senior Grace Anne Theriot said 
she’s been able to call on God 
during the pandemic.

“Now that we are here in this 
time where the world has slowed 
down, yet is chaotic in so many 

ways, we have to go about taking 
advantage of this time and not 
wasting any second of it,” Theriot 
reflected.  “In the (Fifth Sunday 
of Lent) Gospel of Jesus raising 

Lazarus from the 
dead, Jesus says to 
Mary and Martha, 
‘This illness is not 
to end in 
death, but 
is for the 
glory of 
God, that 
the Son of 
God may 
be glorified 
through it.’  

“How fitting it is 
that this Gospel 
was during these 
worldwide moments 
of fear and anxiety for 
loved ones and the 
unknown future from 
the coronavirus … 
This downtime that we 
have been given is the 
perfect opportunity 

for us to re-center ourselves on 
what really matters and focus 
our eyes on Him, practicing trust 
and patience during this time 
of detachment from our daily 
norms.” 

And there will be a moment when 
Saints students return to campus 
again.  In March the Show Choir 

performed an uplifting mash-
up of the Beatles’ classic “Here 
Comes the Sun” to remind the 
community that beauty still exists 
in a world yearning for hope.  To 
view the production, visit www.
slchs.org or St. Louis Catholic 
High School on Facebook.
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AIDANPRIMEAUX
Now that my senior year is 
concluding, I cannot help but look 
back on my time in high school as 
well as my family members before 
me.  I am the caboose of a train of 
Primeauxs who have walked the 
halls of St. Louis Catholic, from 
my father Chris (Class of ’86) to 
my three sisters, Victoria, Noelle 
and Jillian (Classes of ’13, ’15 and 
’19, respectively).  I imagine the 
concept of every student having 
a computer that could fit in a 
small case was unfathomable 
in my father’s day and age, and 
in that respect the differences 
between the St. Louis of 
yesterday and today are starkly 
contrasted.  However, I think 
that the more things change, 
the more they stay the same.  
The sense of family is still very 
much there for me, evidenced 
in our coming together in 
the Commons at Mass every 
Wednesday to celebrate this 
same family of faith.

I had no idea what to expect 
the first time I walked through 
the front doors of St. Louis 
as a freshman with a nervous 

sort of excitement.  Instead of 
a syllabus day, I was shocked 
that the day was instead spent 
playing tailgate games in the 
Commons while people sang 
karaoke in the cafeteria.  I think 
that speaks volumes about how 
much care and planning the staff 
takes in not only giving us a first-
rate education but also ensuring 
that everyone is invited into the 
community of St. Louis Catholic.    

One of the most important parts 
of that community for me has 
been the Saints soccer program, 

of which I was the captain for 
the 2019-20 season.  While my 
soccer abilities improved a great 
deal in my four years, I walked 
off the field this season with the 
far greater abilities of leadership, 
camaraderie and perseverance.  
Coach Jason Oertling always told 
us that if all he taught us was 

soccer, then he hadn’t done his 
job as a coach, and that statement 
rings true.  Whether they’re giving 
us opportunities to give back 
by helping with Buddy Ball on 
Saturday mornings or at the Easter 
and summer soccer camps, the 
coaching focus has been just as 
much (if not more) on forming us as 
people as well as soccer players.

Wherever my journey 
of life takes me, I 
will always look back 
at the halls of St. 
Louis Catholic as my 
greatest influence.  

Whether I am in the classroom 
or on the practice field, I am 
continually being formed by my 
teachers and coaches.  As I move 
on to LSU in the fall, I’ll always 
remember the hearts and hands 
that shaped and guided me and 
the cherished memories of St. 
Louis High.

STUDENTOF THEYEAR
by Aidan Primeaux ‘20
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CELEBRATING THE 50th GRADUATING 
CLASS OF ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC

by Holley Fontenot Pierce ‘04

A GRADUATION TO REMEMBER: 

After 2 different postponements, the sun shone 
brightly for St. Louis’ first-ever outdoor graduation 
ceremony at Cougar Stadium. Though many aspects 
of the ceremony were new, certain hallmarks of the 
St. Louis Catholic tradition persisted: a sea of blue 
gowns and beaming faces, prayers and blessings 
from our clergy, and the entire class proudly singing 
the Alma Mater. Despite weather delays and 
pandemic concerns, the St. Louis Catholic community 
was able to safely gather and celebrate the graduating 
Class of 2020. Families and community members 
offered resources, time, and positive support, 
embodying our mantra to “Honor and praise God...in 
all ways.” Whether it was parent volunteers hanging 
banners at 9:00 am, faculty members hauling chairs 
in their graduation gowns, or the steady support 
of our principal, Mia Orgeron, everyone united to 
persevere and honor this class. And what honors they 
deserve! Mia Orgeron, principal and proud Senior 
mom, announced that the class of 2020 accepted 
over 2.7 million dollars in scholarships and awards. 
Our valedictorian, Ethan Hebert, and salutatorian, 
Caroline Obluda, addressed their classmates 
together, reminding all that in times of struggle, “we 
can choose to grow in patience and empathy.” These 
words remind us that while the location, time, and 
ceremony of graduation may change, what is learned 
and honored at St. Louis Catholic remains consistent. 
That message of perseverance and unity echoed in 
the cheers of our community as 153 of our seniors 
became alumni. 

To our beloved, resilient, “saintly” class of 2020: May 
this day, and all your time here “live on in cherished 
memory of St. Louis High”!

“What you and your staff pulled off 
today was impressive. Julia being the 
last of my “older kids” to graduate 
and me and my three older brothers 
being Alumni I have seen my fair 
share of St Louis graduations... 
thank you for your dedication.”

Claire Brescher & Lucas Manuel

St. Louis Award Recipients
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The Tradition Lives On…

Sweethearts
When senior Olivia Hubbard was a little nervous four 
years ago about her audition for Sweethearts – St. 
Louis Catholic’s renowned, award-winning dance 
line – she knew one person who would understand 
the feeling.

Olivia’s mother, Cheri Monic Hubbard, graduated 
from St. Louis Catholic in 1995, and now 25 years 
later, Cheri and Olivia have achieved a notable first 
in Saints history – the first mother-daughter pair of 
Sweethearts.

Olivia and her mother agree the Sweethearts’ 
tradition of excellence under longtime coach Dee 
Butts remains unchanged.

“Mrs. Dee holds the girls to a very high standard, 
and she did back then too,” Cheri Hubbard said.  
“You knew that you were going to answer to her 
as well for your behavior and your grades, so she 
taught us to be responsible and act like a lady.”

The Hubbards’ pre-Sweethearts dance experiences 
were very different.  While Olivia began dancing 
at age 5 and said it was a “no-brainer” to try out, 

Cheri took a much different route – spending her 
freshman year as a member of the Blues marching 
squad before taking a leap of faith and auditioning 
for Sweethearts.

Cheri recalled that the Blues “marched around in 
knee-highs and beanies.” 

Olivia, the eldest of Cheri and Robert Hubbard’s 
three daughters, practiced kicking with her mother in 
their living room before her successful Sweethearts 
tryout in 2016. 

“I can talk about Sweethearts and my mom 
understands what I’m talking about,” said Olivia.  “I 
think it’s cool for her to watch me dance at football 
games and reminisce when she used to dance at 
football games.”

Dee Butts has coached the Sweethearts since 1990.  
She said women like the Hubbards embody the 

long-standing ideals 
of the Sweethearts. “I 
think all the girls know 
that I love them,” said 
Mrs. Dee.  “But part of 
growing up is they have 
to learn how to survive 
and learn to be adults.”

Olivia and her mother 
have experienced the same lifelong friendships from 
Sweethearts – she will attend Louisiana Tech in 2020 
and live with Sweetheart Abbie Lechtenberg.

“Sweethearts has allowed me to 
support my school that I love,”  
Olivia said.



CHRIST with Us, CHRIST Around Us, We are Saints!

St. Louis Catholic’s 50th anniversary year began with a 
rush of excitement, as Saints football reached the state 
semifinals for the first time in more than 40 years and 
just the third time in school history.

Our Saints earned a share of the District 4-3A title and 
hosted their first football playoff game in nine years, 
a dominating victory against St. Michael. Following a 
quarterfinal win at Loyola Prep, they traveled to top-
seed St. Thomas More, where the Saints’ journey fell 
just shy of the state championship game.

For Saints coach Chad Lavergne, success is about 
more than just wins and losses.  He implemented 
a Core Values program focusing on Self-Sacrifice, 
Loyalty and Courage, encouraging the team to 
emphasize selfless service in addition to intensity and 
hard work.

The Lady Saints basketball 
season brought a second 
straight trip to the Division II state 
championship, a District 4-3A title 
and many prestigious honors, 
including the American Press’ 
Coach of the Decade to Tony 
Johnson.

Earlier in the season, Johnson won his 400th career 
game, and he continued his streak of guiding St. Louis 
Catholic to the playoffs all 21 seasons.

“I think what has kept me here are the 
relationships I obtain with the girls,” he 
said.  “Teaching them, coaching them 
and watching them mature into young 
adults is really the highlight of my job.”  

 -Tony Johnson

And his work speaks for itself: five district 
championships, three state runners-up, one semifinal, 
four quarterfinals and seven 
regional appearances.  It’s 
just one reason why St. 
Louis Catholic is rooted in 
athletic tradition.

Saints Athletics in 2019-2020
St. Louis Catholic won 10 district titles  

& 1 state title en route to a fantastic year!

IDENTITY | COMMUNITY  |Athletic Traditions
 ALIVE! 

11



1984
LIZ MUELLER 

Network Technician, Photography 
& Computer Architecture Teacher 
Liz Mueller ’84 still recites her class’ 
signature cheer from memory.

“We are great, Say no more, We’re the 
Saints of ’84!”

Not many schools are rooted in 
tradition like St. Louis Catholic, Mueller 

says.  The school’s first graduating class was 1970-
71 after parent institutions St. Charles Academy and 
Landry Memorial merged along with sister school 
Sacred Heart.  

She said the “palpable power and love” that exists at 
the school manifests at weekly Mass and especially 
when students rally to help each other in times of 
crisis.

“As far as the kids, not much has changed,” Mueller 
said.  “We were the same wonderful group of 
teenagers, trying to 
find our way under the 
watchful, loving eyes of 
the faculty and staff. The 
love, discipline and work 
ethic remains, and I am 
happy about that.  We 
owe our students the best 
education we can give 
them, and we do that with 
all our hearts.”

Sixteen St. Louis Catholic faculty 
members share an indelible bond.  
They all walked the halls and 
graduated from the school they 
now teach at – the only Catholic 
high school in the Diocese of 
Lake Charles.
Back row (left to right) - Jason Oertling ‘89, 
Robbie Austin ‘90, Rachel Muth Yoder ‘07,  
Julie White Hebert ‘97, Liz Mueller ‘84,  
Matthew Fontenot ‘05, Kathy Smith Owen ‘89, 
Luke Pousson ‘99.

Front row - Barbara Mancuso Dupont ‘68, 
Elizabeth Thompson ‘10, Tiffany Metoyer ‘01, 
Holley Fontenot Pierce ‘04, Madison Fontenot 
Guidry ‘13, Anna Cameron ‘18, Jalicia Bilbo 
‘09.  (Not pictured- Colette Bulber Tanner ‘89).

12
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KATHY SMITH OWEN

Kathy Smith Owen ’89 (Religion IV) and 
Julie White Hebert ’97 (English I & II) 
also have children 
who attend their alma 
mater.  Owen’s father 
graduated from Landry 
Memorial, and her 
aunts and uncles from 
St. Charles Academy 
and St. Louis Catholic, 
respectively, so she’s 

seen the tradition firsthand.

“Walking through the doors was like a dream come 
true,” Owen said.  “There’s a spirit here that’s always 
been here, but I feel like in these past couple of years 
God is just blessing us with so many great teachers, 
staff, and a great facility.  There’s just so much 
Christian hope; we’re on the cusp of such greatness.”

1990
ROBBIE AUSTIN 

The St. Louis experience definitely 
has come full circle for Art & Media 
Arts Teacher Robbie Austin ’90.  He 
remembers his first time visiting St. 
Louis Catholic as a 3rd grader at 
ICCS, way before he met his wife, 
Nicole Miller ’88, and had three 
children (’22, ’24 and ’25).

“Everything I essentially do revolves 
around the spirit of St. Louis,” said 

Austin,” as he displayed in his classroom the first art 
book he ever checked out of Landry Library.  “ It’s a 
constant déjà vu wormhole that I’m teaching in one 
of my favorite teacher’s classrooms that I was at 30 

years ago, and he got to come up here and give me the 
blessing and say, ‘Hey, I pass the torch on to you.’  I 
am so rooted here that it’s going to be hard to get me 
out!”

2005
MATT FONTENOT 

Baseball Coach Matt Fontenot 
’05 jumped at the chance 14 
years later to return to the school 
that he said prepared him for the 
rest of his life.  Fontenot played 
baseball at St. Louis Catholic and 
McNeese, and he worked for five 
years in the Texas A&M Football 
Operations department, earning 
his master’s degree in sports 
management in 2013.

“I’ve always had a heart for this place after what it’s 
done for me,” Fontenot said.  “So the opportunity to 
come back and be a part of that not just for student-
athletes but for the student body as a whole – we have 
a unique opportunity at St. Louis that we don’t have 
to hide behind our faith.  We can set high standards 
academically, athletically, but also spiritually, that you 
can’t at other places.”

2013
MADISON GUIDRY 
Madison Guidry ’13 is in just her second year as the 
Paraprofessional in St. Louis Catholic’s Transitions 
class, but her memories of magical traditions align with 
what she witnesses today.   

Guidry said the St. Louis experience is more than just 
four years of school.

“Nothing brings me joy quite like seeing the students 
show their personalities without fear of judgment,” 
Guidry said.  “I have witnessed many dance parties 
at lunch, social events, games, retreats, etc., in which 
many different kinds of kids come together to celebrate 
life. 

“There was a specific day when freshmen and seniors 
had a retreat, and they talked openly with each other 
and gained different perspectives.  It was awesome 
to see how comfortable they were being together … 
The families that make up our school are part of the 
magic.”
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THE POWER OF COMMUNITY 
Supporting Saints through Adversity
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Gretchen Hanley was halfway through her freshman 
year at St. Louis Catholic in 2019, finding her niche as 
a soccer and volleyball player, when she felt a sudden 
pain in her right leg.

A six-month journey 
of doctor visits, 
heartache, nerves and 
seemingly endless 
questions followed 
for Gretchen and her 
parents, Christian and 
Pat.  At times the road 
was grueling, but they 
never lost hope that 
she would be healed 
– and the prayers of 
the Saints community 
would sustain them.

“The ‘c word’ actually 
never came out of our 
mouths, and we never spoke about it with Gretchen,” 
Christian Hanley said.  “She never asked us to look 
anything up, her only question was when she could get 
back on the soccer field.”

Dr. Shaun Accardo told the Hanleys he saw “activity” 
in her leg after running tests, and he ordered a bone 
biopsy.  They were determined to leave no stone 
unturned in their prayer lives.

“We have someone we work with that we love that I 
believe has the gift of healing.  We asked her to anoint 
Gretchen’s leg with oil and pray over her leg,” Christian 
Hanley said.  “The soccer team also said a rosary the 
morning of her surgery and the morning of her testing.  
They are the epitome of what St. Louis stands for.”

A lock of Gretchen’s hair even was placed at the shrine 
of Our Lady of Lourdes in France on the day of her 
surgery.  Her great-aunt and great-uncle miraculously 
found a phone signal from Lourdes and called that 
morning.

God knew exactly what Gretchen needed as they 
arrived for the bone biopsy – love and support that 
extended beyond anything she could imagine.  Coach 
Toby Landry surprised the Hanleys by showing up at 
the hospital at 5 a.m., a memory that brought tears to 
Christian’s eyes.

Gretchen’s two older siblings did not attend St. Louis 
Catholic, and Gretchen admitted she was nervous at 
first.

“Now I love everything about St. Louis – the teachers, 

the sports, everything about it,” said Gretchen.  “The 
soccer team was a big part of everything – like a family 
to me helping me through what was happening.”

After the biopsy, much to everyone’s disappointment, 
results were still inconclusive, and samples had to be 
sent to pathologists in Miami. 

Soccer parents like Kendra Cutrer-Diedrich ’90 were 
more than willing to play a part in Gretchen’s healing 
story.  Her daughter Eloise was Gretchen’s first phone 
call after surgery.

“Seeing the soccer team and the whole school come 
together in prayer for Gretchen and her family honestly 
wasn’t a surprise to me at all,” she said.  “It’s who we 
are as Saints.”

Weeks went by as they awaited word from Miami.  
Christian and Pat privately grieved together but still 
prayed for healing and told Gretchen to stay confident.

“We said just please don’t take her,” they said. 

The Hanleys had surrendered, and that night near the 
end of the school year, all their prayers finally were 
answered. 

“Dr. Accardo said, ‘You were right and I was wrong 
– it is a stress fracture,’” Christian Hanley said.  “The 
activity was her bone creating harder bone that’s going 
inside the stress fracture and healing itself.”

Pat Hanley added, “You cannot imagine the number of 
people who prayed over her.”

Gretchen’s healing story has many lessons, as her 
parents reflected a year later.

“Catholic schools are great, but St. Louis Catholic is 
special.  You can’t explain it,” Christian Hanley said.  
“With everything we went through, it just reinforced 
that we made the right decision by coming here.  
This school has the presence of the Holy Spirit.”
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BROOKS HABETZ
It was Sept. 16, 2019, and freshman Brooks Habetz 
eagerly snapped the ball for St. Louis Catholic’s 
game-winning field goal attempt against Sam 
Houston.

Then time stood still.

As Brooks snapped the ball to conclude his first 
junior varsity game, an opposing player hit him in 
the head/neck area.  He couldn’t move or feel his 
extremities.  Immediately he was rushed to Christus/
St. Patrick Hospital’s emergency room, and all his 
family had to lean on was their faith – and their new 
Saints family. 

“From the moment the injury occurred, we were 
told Saints and Broncos fans along with the football 
team and coaching staff had begun to pray for him 
in the bleachers and on the field,” said Brooks’ 
mother, Nicole Habetz.  “Ms. Orgeron called my 
husband Nick (SLCHS ‘91) while in the ambulance 
to let us know the entire Saints community was 
praying for Brooks.

“Once we arrived at the ER, the SLC family was 
already there to support and pray with us. The 
waiting room was filled with parents, friends, 
coaches from both teams, teammates and fans, 
some of which Nick and I had never met before. We 
were overwhelmed with the love and support we 
were shown.”

Nicole Habetz said they were confident in sending 
Brooks, an Our Lady Queen of Heaven graduate, 
to St. Louis Catholic even before his concussion, 

but the love and encouragement they received 
reinforced their decision.

“When we met with Ms. Orgeron the next day, 
we were still quite 
emotional, but we 
began with a prayer 
and again at that 
moment we knew it 
was the right place 
for our children to 
attend school and be 
a part of this amazing 
family,” she said.  
“There was never a 
doubt, the Lord was 
present.”

Brooks was cleared 
to play football after 
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“Each of these individual stories of challenge 
represent a common thread - community.
 
It’s a word often thrown around haphazardly but in this story, each of these students and their circum-
stances represent the beauty of St. Louis Catholic. It’s always about the individual student and his/her 
family.  We are a collection of individuals brought together to love and support one another.  As I recall 
each of these events, I still get emotional thinking back to the conversations with each family. High 
school is a short four years, but being part of St. Louis is forever.” 

 -Mia Orgeron, Principal



five weeks, and his parents hope he continues to 
grow spiritually at St. Louis Catholic – remaining 
courageous in all areas of his life. 

CHARLIE DROST
Tight end Charlie Drost always dreamed of playing 
college football.  Those dreams were almost 
derailed when he experienced hip pain after 
attending LSU summer football camps in 2019.

“It definitely scared us because he had worked so 
hard that summer,” said Charlie’s father, Will Drost.  
“We went to see an orthopedist, and ultimately we 
discovered he had probably been playing with a torn 
hip labrum.”

His hip injury turned out to be an underlying 
condition called Femoroacetabular impingement 
(FAI), or hip impingement, where the hip joint is 
not shaped normally.  Without treatment, FAI can 
damage the cartilage that provides cushioning in the 
hip, leading to arthritis, or painful joint deterioration

“When I got injured, it was devastating for me,” 
Charlie said.  “It was tough getting through, but with 
all my coaches that have been by my side, I got a 
whole new passion for football this last year.” 

Coach Chad Lavergne played a major role in 
Charlie continuing his passion beyond high school.  
Will Drost said Lavergne and his staff constantly 
encouraged Charlie and talked to college coaches 
about his character and physical talent. 

On February 5, 2020, following 4-5 months of 
rehabilitation, Charlie signed with LSU as a preferred 
walk-on.  His dream had come true.

Charlie’s mother, Ann Drost, said she watched his 
faith grow before her eyes.

“It made his faith stronger because he knew that 

God was all he 
had, and God 
might not even 
give him what 
he wanted in the 
end,” she said.  
“Every time we 
went to Houston 
for a doctor’s 
appointment, we 
were in constant 
prayer and 
bracing ourselves 
for whatever we 
would hear.  And boy, did God have a plan!”

Charlie’s parents agree that St. Louis Catholic has 
more than prepared him for LSU.

“Charlie’s 
experiences 
at St. Louis 
made him who 
he is, and he’s 
been rewarded 
for keeping 
his eye on the 
ball,” Will Drost 
said.  “It was 
our prayer and 
faith that led 
us to our hope 
that he would 
return to play.”

CARSON MIXON
Like Drost, Carson Mixon is a multi-sport student 
athlete who couldn’t wait for his senior football 
season.  But it ended when he tore his Achilles 
tendon September 13, 2019, at Jena.

Mixon felt the same incredible rush of prayers and 
support from his Saints family as he healed from the 
injury – in a surprising 3 ½ months and in time for 
baseball season. 

“(Orgeron) contacted me the week that Carson was 
scheduled for surgery and said there were several 
students who indicated they wanted to attend Mass 
and pray for and with Carson before his surgery,” 
said his mother, Liz Mixon.  “His father and I thought 
maybe five people would show up at 6:00 mass that 
morning.  I will never forget that morning. He had 
nearly 30 people show up for him.
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“The day of surgery he had friends stop by the 
surgery center during their lunch hour to check in on 
him and visit him.  The person that I cannot thank 

enough though is (fellow 
senior) Madison Guillory 
… She picked Carson up 
every morning from the day 
he was injured until he was 
cleared to drive and drove 
him to school.  She was 
truly a God-send.”
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SAINTS  
Among Us

The St. Louis Catholic legacy 
includes a community of 
more than 10,000 alumni.  We 
asked 10 of these “Saints 
among us” about their favorite 
memories, their favorite 
teachers & subjects, and the 
most important lesson they 
learned that prepared them to 
succeed as involved citizens of 
the world.

CAROLINE BOUDREAUX, Class of 1988, 
Founder, Miracle Foundation 

I loved so much about St. Louis.  I loved going to 
Mass and getting to sing in the choir;  I loved being 
in the Blues and learning to play the drums (I can still 
play that riff to this day), and I loved going to college 
fully prepared for a great experience because I was 
so well educated.  I loved the teachers of course.  
Mr. Harry Methvin used to write hall passes on a 
2x4.   It was so funny to see students haul a piece of 
wood around the Commons! 

Madam Zahm Ezell & Mrs. Guillory, the Chemistry 
teacher, were my favorites.  They really cared about 
me as a person.   

At age 28, I was an account executive at a TV 
station in Austin, Texas … I knew in my heart I had 
a bigger purpose that I wasn’t fulfilling … In January 
2000, I set out on a global journey with my friend 
Chris Monheim (now Poynor).  Upon our arrival in 
India in May … Chris was absolutely thrilled to meet 
Manus (a child she’d been sponsoring) and see how 
her money had been helping him and his family. I 
couldn’t believe that he was real.  We would soon 
learn that Manus and his family were the lucky ones.

A few days later we were invited to dinner at the 
home of a local family. Nothing could have prepared 
us for what we were to encounter there. When we 
arrived, more than a hundred beautiful, hungry, 
smiling, parentless children greeted us … A little 
girl named Sheebani came and put her head on my 
knee. When I picked her up, she literally pushed her 
body into mine, in an attempt to get the affection 
she lacked. I sang her a lullaby and rocked her to 
sleep. I went upstairs to put her into her crib, and 
was shocked to see that there wasn’t one. Instead, 
the room was filled with hard, wooden-slatted beds. 

No mattresses, just wooden beds that reminded 
me of a concentration camp.  I gently laid Sheebani 
down, but when I heard her bones hit the boards, 
I broke. I couldn’t believe it that any child had to 
live like this. Here I was, traveling around the world 
without a care, and these children were going to 
bed hungry and lonely every night, on hard wooden 
beds. I was angry, hurt, and embarrassed.  

It was at that moment that the social justice I 
learned at St. Louis kicked in.  How many more 
were there? Where were their parents? How could 
we possibly help? How could we not?  Right at that 
moment, I decided I had to do something to help 
parentless children. I simply could not go on with my 
life as if they didn’t exist. I prayed that others would 
help me.

The idea for Miracle Foundation was born that 
day. A few months later I filed the paperwork and 
my tiny, start-up nonprofit became official. Donors 
stepped up immediately in order to help these 
vulnerable children. Miraculously, people of all ages, 
from all walks of life, and from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds have joined us on this journey over the 
years.  For the past 20 years, Miracle Foundation 
has improved the lives of more than 15,000 children 

18



ALUMNI |

and impacted close to 300 orphanages.  Our 
proven Thrive Scale™  methodology is based on 
the UN Rights of the Child and leverages data and 
technology to ensure that orphaned and vulnerable 
children reach their full potential.  Today, Miracle 
Foundation is part of a global network of nonprofit 
organizations leading the worldwide movement to 
end the need for orphanages by 2040. 

CELESTE WOODARD BROWN, Class of 
2010, Family Nurse Practitioner

My favorite memory was 
having the opportunity 
to represent St. Louis 
Catholic as the 2009 
Homecoming Queen.

I could never choose 
a favorite teacher, for I 
have too many. I always 
looked forward to Math 
class with Mrs. Linda 
Gail Shumaker, English 
class with Mrs. Barbara 

Dupont, and Theology class with Mr. Robbie Austin!

The four years I spent at St. Louis made an 
everlasting impact on my life.  I learned self-
discipline and self-motivation through rigorous 
academics and the true meaning of becoming a 
servant for Christ through required Apostolic Hours. 
St. Louis’ culturally diverse environment, Christ-like 
community, engaging teachers, and challenging 
curriculum influenced my decision and prepared me 
for my vocation as a Registered Nurse and most 
recently a Family Nurse Practitioner.

BRADLEY DENNISON, Class of 1992, CFA, 
CPFA, CRPC®, Merrill Lynch

My favorite St. Louis 
memory was being a 
part of the basketball 
team that won the 
state championship 
my sophomore year.  
Coach Watkins gave 
an incredible halftime 
motivational speech 
that got the team fired 
up to come back from 

down double digits to win in overtime.

Ms. Lucie Jacques (Spanish) was definitely one of 
my favorite teachers, and learning Spanish has been 
quite useful (and indirectly led to me meeting my 
wife).  Physics was my favorite subject even though 
I wasn’t very good at it!

St. Louis set me up for where I am now because it 
was academically challenging enough to help me 
test out of my freshman year at LSU and earn a 
scholarship that helped me graduate college without 
any debt.  By attending a high school where my faith 
was incorporated into my daily education, it wasn’t 
as much of a leap to consider ways to incorporate 
my faith into my career.  Additionally, the school size 
was small enough that I developed and still maintain 
friendships with alumni across various graduating 
classes, and I felt like the teachers cared enough to 
push me to be a better version of myself than I was 
willing to be when I arrived there.

JONATHAN FORET, MD, Class of 1999

I think my favorite 
memory of St. Louis 
Catholic was the 
football teams I played 
on and winning the 
district championship 
our senior year.  I made 
so many lifelong friends 
at St. Louis through 
sports, and sharing that 
accomplishment with 
them is something I will 
always remember. 

The teacher I remember most influencing me at St. 
Louis was Charles Zebley.  He taught physics and 
calculus, but more than teaching those subjects, he 
taught me a lot about life.  He taught tough classes 
and expected a lot, but he treated us like adults.  He 
expected us to take responsibility for our actions, 
and this helped prepare me for college and beyond.   
I remember every class he would write a phrase 
on the top of the blackboard.  Sometimes it was a 
scripture passage, sometimes just a famous quote 
or old expression.  At some point during the class 
he would spend a few minutes reflecting on that 
and giving us advice or talking about one of his life 
experiences.  
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My experience at St. Louis helped me to get where 
I am now by giving me not just a solid educational 
foundation but planting the seeds of the importance 
of Catholic spiritual life, some of which I wouldn’t 
come to even realize until years later.  It gave me 
a strong group of friends for support, and when I 
decided to come back to Lake Charles to start my 
practice, I already felt connected to that St. Louis 
community. 

REBEKAH HOFFPAUIR, Class of 2011, Owner, 
The Bekery

It’s hard for me to pick 
one favorite memory. 
Friday nights cheering 
on the sidelines for the 
football games are my 
most fond memories. 
The adrenaline of 
tumbling out on the 
field before the football 
players and the 
excitement of scoring a 
touchdown was like no 
other. Our biggest worry 

was whose number we were going to paint on our 
face that night.

One of my favorite teachers happened to be in my 
least favorite subject (Sorry, Mrs. Dupont!) English/
Literature was my most difficult class. Writing 
doesn’t come easy to me, so having to write pages 
of book reports and research papers was grueling.  
But Mrs. Dupont had a way of engaging us and 
making us dive deep into our imagination, thought 
and abilities in order to grow and learn. Her spirit 
was always positive and cheery! Mrs. Dupont 
was even able to make Beowulf interesting and 
memorable by reading in her Old English accent.

To be successful is to be both disciplined and 
fulfilled. St. Louis prepared me for the structures of 
business through concentrated course work while 
providing me so many fulfilling opportunities. As 
an honors student, St. Louis required from me the 
very discipline it takes to see a project through to 
completion, and as a cheer captain I experienced 
what it meant to do something I enjoyed in a 
leadership role.

ELOISE HUBER, 
Class of 1989, Children’s 
Book Writer

Paul White was my 
favorite teacher at St. 
Louis. He taught with 
enthusiasm, humor, 
occasional sarcasm, and 
an ability to keep us all 
in line, most of the time. 
He knew everything 
about everything and intertwined our Religion class 
with interesting facts that popped into his shiny, 
bald head. Nemo dat quod non habet. I laughed a 
lot. I also drew stick figure depictions of poignant 
classroom occurrences in a notebook which I 
gave him years later.  Another favorite teacher was 
Madame Zahm (Ezell). She introduced me to France, 
and I have loved it and baguettes ever since. 
Beaucoup.

One of my favorite memories at St. Louis was 
when I consumed an entire Hardee’s hot ham and 
cheese sandwich and coke in Mr. White’s class. I 
outsmarted the smartest of the smart guys that day, 
a true sense of accomplishment. The straw in my 
purse was undetectable; the sandwich was melted-
Swiss cheese perfection. (I would not endorse this 
errant behavior today, of course.)

I also have fond memories of white socks pulled 
up to my knees, sweat-embedded blue polyester, 
and the fragrant smell of mosquito spray on humid 
nights. Being in the Blues under the fervent direction 
of Janice Picard was an experience in perseverance, 
pointed toes, and perfect pivots.

High school was the usual mix of exciting, horrible, 
embarrassing, hysterical, mistake-filled, and 
rewarding experiences. Luckily, I had teachers 
who made me laugh, shared their love of what 
they taught, and prepared me to be independent, 
responsible, and hard-working.

KEITH R. JONES, 
Class of 1979, Project 
Quality Manager, Worley

My favorite St. Louis 
memory was being 
able to experience the 
excitement of the entire 
St. Louis Family when 
the 1978 Saints football 
team reached the State 
Championship.  The 
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“Spirit of St. Louis” engulfed the team, student body, 
cheerleaders, the Blues, teachers, administrators, 
school staff, parents and alumni.  The entire 
football team was so in sync, led by Head Coach 
Tom Couste.  Coach Couste had the team beyond 
prepared, week after week, as he focused not only 
on our physical preparation, but also on our mental 
preparation.  Coach would bring us all together in 
one room, in complete silence except for his voice, 
and have us close our eyes and concentrate only 
on us seeing ourselves performing our individual 
assignments repeatedly.  After the mental focus 
session, he would encourage us to remain silent 
and focused on our individual assignments as much 
as possible, and stay focused until we reached 
the stadium where we were playing.  Once Coach 
Couste blew the whistle for us to come together as 
a team at the game site, all of that focus and built-
up energy would be incorporated into our game 
performance.  This process resulted in us winning 
11 games in a row and becoming the State Runner-
up.  It was an AMAZING Experience!!!!  Thank you, 
Coach Couste, for being an amazing coach and for 
allowing our team to grow physically, mentally and 
spiritually!  GO BIG Blue!!!!

I had so many awesome teachers, coaches and 
administrators during my years at St. Louis who 
had and still have a significant influence on my life.  
My favorite subject at St. Louis was Chemistry, 
and Mrs. Smith had a way of teaching that made 
Chemistry so much fun and memorable.  Her 
method of teaching how to convert from one unit of 
measurement to another is still imprinted in my mind 
… As a matter of fact, in my current profession, 
Chemical Engineering / Quality Management, I still 
use techniques that I learned from Mrs. Smith.  In 
addition, Mrs. Smith’s techniques allowed me to 
have the know-how to assist others.  As a matter 
of fact, just yesterday, my daughter shared with me 
that she had just taught her elementary class how 
to convert from one unit of measurement to another 
by using the techniques that I had taught her from 
Mrs. Smith.  Thank you, Mrs. Smith, for sharing your 
techniques with me and with so many!!!  Your legacy 
continues!

St. Louis gave me the opportunity to worship freely 
while excelling academically, athletically and socially 
and gave me the foundation to excel in whatever 

God allowed me to experience.  There is not a day 
that goes by that I do not draw on my experiences 
from St. Louis Catholic High School.  St. Louis has 
given me the foundation to succeed in life, and for 
that, I am deeply grateful!  Thank you, St. Louis 
Catholic High School, for an unbelievably awesome 
experience!

JENNIFER WILBURN KILPATRICK ‘94 & 
DAVID KILPATRICK ‘93

Our favorite 
memory at St. 
Louis is the 
day that we 
talked for the 
first time on the 
bridge.  We are 
reminded of 
that day every 
time we walk 

up the gym.  We love that our children know that is 
the place where their parents met.

We both agree that Father Giles, our senior Religion 
teacher, had the biggest impact on us.  When we 
think of St. Louis, we think of the love and grace that 
he taught us every day.  Individually, St. Louis would 
not have been the same without Mr. Methvin’s 
curly mustache for David, and Ms. Savant’s sewing 
lessons for Jennifer.  

St. Louis is where we cemented the foundation of 
the faith we have today.  It is the place where our 
values and the ‘strive to be better’ were ingrained 
into our core.  These are the same values that we 
taught to our three children.  It would be hard to 
deny the impact that St. Louis Catholic has had on 
our family.  The Saints tradition has continued for 3 
generations.  

HANNAH NEWMAN, 
MPH, CIC, Class 
of 2006, Manager | 
Epidemiology and 
Infection Prevention 

My favorite memory is 
cheerleading at sporting 
events (especially 
at the soccer state 
championship in New 

ALUMNI |
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What an exciting time as we celebrate 50 years of St. Louis Catholic High School! Now more than ever, we 
realize the investment families make to give their children a stellar Catholic education. Our goal is to provide 
an unbeatable experience for our Saints that carries on long after graduation. We are constantly implementing 
innovative ways to educate our students, and the relationships formed in the halls of St. Louis Catholic last a 
lifetime. 

In 2020, we are meeting our future Saints through new and exciting ways! Our recently 
launched Halo Club reaches children as young as first grade as we share story time & fun 
activities led by our Saints Ambassadors. Events like our “Be Our Guest” Open House, 
the fun & energizing “Saint for A Day” and our “Orange, Blue & YOU” Back to School 
Dance for our partner schools allow future Saints to catch a glimpse of our students living 
the “Saint Life.” Our hope is that you feel at home at St. Louis 
Catholic High School long before you enroll. It may sound 

cliché, but St. Louis truly is a special place. We 
can’t wait to share it with you!

God Bless & Welcome Home!

Heather Ieyoub
Director of Admissions

Orleans!) I really loved the sense of camaraderie that 
the student body shared—we were truly a family.

My favorite teacher is a tough question because 
every teacher I had at St. Louis holds a special place 
in my heart! I do have to highlight Amy Breaux, who 
taught me physical science, AP Chemistry, and 
Health Careers. She made learning so much fun 
and inspired me to continue studying the sciences. 
I really feel that she paved the early road into my 
career in healthcare. I actually named my WiFi 
network after her, which might be the highest honor 
of a millennial! 

The focus on serving others and my community 
has definitely carried into my adult life. I continue 
to avidly volunteer in my free time and advocate 
for health and my patients through my work.  
Additionally, I learned many leadership fundamentals 
that have evolved and helped me to succeed today. 
Who would’ve thought that I would go from Student 
Council VP to leading an Epidemiology department 
in Manhattan? 

CHARLES DARRELL “VIC” VICKNAIR, 
Class of 1997, Owner, Bayou Services

It’s so hard to choose just one memory as my 
favorite with having so many.  I really enjoyed 

competing with all my 
friends athletically for 
the various sports I 
played.  

I might be a little biased, 
but my favorite teacher 
was my dad, Coach 
Charles Vicknair.  He 
taught us Civics.  
He always kept out 
attention and made 
class interesting!  I never thought I would learn so 
much about our country and how it was built.  

St. Louis Catholic provided me the tools and 
opportunity to grow personally, spiritually and 
professionally.  Since it was a smaller school overall, 
I had the chance to stand out in the classroom and 
on the ball field.  I was taught to not only compete 
and make the most in the classroom, but also 
through the various organizations and sports teams 
as well.  Having the block schedule prepared me for 
what my college schedule would be like.  St. Louis 
provided me with a strong sense of community, 
strength to lead groups and assist others in need.  
These qualities are crucial for being an entrepreneur 
and business owner today. 
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One of the distinguishing 
characteristics of a great writer 
is a balance between prose and 
poetry. While prose concerns 
rhythmic structure, ordinary 
grammar, and traditional flow, 
poetry celebrates extravagant 
imagery, symbols, and motifs 
infused by distinctive hiccups 
and stutters. This contrast is 
one that St. Louis Catholic 
understands well as it produces 
not only writers of literature, but 
also authors of possibility. 

Like most high schools, St. 
Louis strives for academic 
excellence, emphasizing the 
importance of time management, 
communication, organization, 
focus, and other important life 
skills. Faculty and administration 
share their knowledge, time, 
and attention with each of their 
students. The same can be said 
about extracurricular activities. 
From chess club to show choir 
to baseball, members learn the 
rules, master technique, and 

perform to the best of their 
ability. This space of practicality 
and mission-oriented learning 
is where most institutions 
live, and, though a necessary 
component of any education, 
when utilized singularly, creates 
students whose experiences are 
constructed to fit the traditional 
template of what life should be, a 
life of prose. 

Looking back on my past 
four years at St. Louis, what I 
have found to be the defining 
characteristic of the school 
is, not only its concern for my 
academic and athletic success, 
but the responsibility with which 
it has guarded the wellbeing of 
my soul. It’s St. Louis where I 
had the opportunity to backpack 
in the mountains of Wyoming 
alongside my classmates, 
teaching me service, community, 

and how to wonder in God’s 
presence. It’s St. Louis where 
education and spirituality 
seamlessly integrate through 
classes like Campus Ministry, 
Philosophy, and Art, opening the 
door for intimacy with Christ in 
critical thinking. These profound 
experiences are what set St. 
Louis apart and what mold the 
hearts of students, teachers, 
administrators, and staff. 

As I prepare to transition from 
adolescence into adulthood, 
of course I have nerves and 
hesitations about what is to 
come, but, more so, I have 
feelings of great excitement and 
hope. With a firm grasp on the 
pen in my hand, I hold fast to 
what St. Louis has instilled in me: 
that my life is meant to be written 
in the truth that the Creator of the 
world calls me his poetry. 

How SLCHS prepared me for 

LIFELIFE
by Madison Brinkman, ‘20
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 …the 
responsibility 
with which it 
has guarded the 
wellbeing of my 
soul.”

“



Alumni Spotlight - Fr. Jeff’s Vocation Story
By Rev. Jeffrey Starkovich ‘03

Vocation Director, Diocese of Lake Charles

AS  Vocation Director, Bishop Provost has entrusted me with the great responsibility of accompanying 
young men in their discernment and formation for the priesthood. There are many responsibilities: 
teaching men how to pray, answering questions about seminary formation, and providing opportunities 
for active discernment. Twice a year, I lead a trip to St. Joseph Seminary College for a “Come and See 
Weekend.” The participants witness seminary life firsthand. 
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Last year, a young man raised his hand in a philosophy 
class and asked the professor, “Why do priests study 
philosophy?” The professor saw me standing in the 
back of the room and asked me, “Fr. Starkovich, how 
did studying philosophy affect you?” I pondered for 
a moment and responded, “I thought about ideas I 
had never thought about before.” “Ah,” he responded, 
“there is a man who has been greatly affected by the 
study of philosophy.”

Many factors influenced my journey to the priesthood. 
In my seminary days, I remember encountering the 
writings of the ancient Greeks, the writers of the 
Middle Ages, the moderns of the enlightenment, and 
contemporary thinkers. I admit having had a certain 
fascination with Descartes’ “Cogito, ergo sum” (I think, 
therefore I am). Descartes knew he existed because he 
had the experience of thinking. 

My vocation story is one that is easy to tell. I have 
wanted to be a priest as long as I can remember. From 
my days in kindergarten at Our Lady Queen of Heaven, 
I remember admiring the pastors and priests who were 
a part of my life. On Sundays, I assisted at the altar at 
Christ the King and wondered, “What is it like to be a 
priest?” 

St. Louis Catholic High School was a vital time in 
my journey to the altar. It started with good books. I 
remember reading Plato’s allegory of the cave as a 
freshman and thinking, “Perhaps the reality of God’s 
love is the sun shining outside, and I’ve only glimpsed 
a shadow on the wall so far.” My four years were an 
adventure of learning ideas I had never thought about 
before. From history to theology, and from literature to 
calculus, I was set on learning all I could. The teachers, 
faculty, and staff led me on a journey of knowledge and 
love.

Most importantly, though, I grew because of the 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist in the chapel at St. 
Louis. How many mornings I spent saying a rosary 
before the tabernacle with a few friends! At lunch, I 
would stop to adore the Lord for 5 minutes. At Mass, I 
knelt after receiving Communion and was enthralled by 
the love of God. Opportunities to practice the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy abounded. I encountered 
a love bigger than I thought possible.

Contemplating that great maxim of Descartes, I 
propose a different point of departure. When I think 
about my journey to the priesthood and how St. Louis 
affected me, I marvel at God. Borrowing the words of 
1 John 4:19, I say, “Deus prior dilexit mé, ergo sum” 
(God first loved me, therefore I am). The starting point 
of my certainty and my understanding of the world 
begins with knowledge that I have been loved by God. 
This is what St. Louis gave to me, and I hope that all 
students of St. Louis Catholic High School think about 
ideas they have never thought about before. More than 
that, I pray that they, too, build from the certainty that 
they have been loved by God.

  SERVICE |
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At St. Louis Catholic, Campus Ministry is an 
elective Religion class for seniors structured 
around in-depth discussions and content related to 
retreat planning, peer ministry, Mass setup, etc.  It 
fosters critical thinking about faith and spirituality.  
Students should be prepared to do outside 
classwork that will prompt in-class elaboration and 
discussion.  Interested students must be a senior, 
an active member of their parish or Diocesan Core 
Team, and write an entry essay about why they 
want to take the class.



Golden Gala

The St. Louis Catholic High 
School community united to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary 
in grand fashion with a “Golden 
Gala & Auction” on Sept. 20, 
2019.

Held at the Historic Calcasieu 
Marine Bank, the auction raised 
close to $200,000 to benefit 
all the students of St. Louis 
Catholic.  The evening also 
featured the induction of SLCHS’ 
newest Hall of Fame member, 
1968 Landry Memorial graduate 
and prominent local attorney J. 
Michael “Mike” Veron.

Veron and his family have a long 
history of supporting Catholic 
education, going back to his 

mother, Alverdy Heyd Veron, 
who graduated from St. Charles 
Academy in 1946.  In 2019, Mike 
Veron completed the endowment 
of three scholarships through the 
St. Louis Catholic Foundation 
in memory of his parents and 
brother.

“The soul of St. Louis has always 
been its people,” Veron said.  
“It’s a remarkable community of 
education and caring, and that’s 
something that’s hard to find.  I 
want to see Catholics throughout 
the Diocese rally together to 

support St. Louis to continue to 
push it up to the next level.”

Other new features at this 
landmark event included 
Text2Bid for the silent auction, 
chaired by Suzanne Cameron 
and Mia Primeaux, and the Saints 
Show Choir’s singing during 
the VIP cocktail hour in the 
Paramount Room.  Dance and 
choir students also performed 
during dinner, showcasing 
St. Louis Catholic’s growing 
performing arts program.

Gala Chair Carrie Collins said 
this signature event is about 
celebrating the past and uniting 
for the future.

“For me, chairing the St. Louis 
Catholic Golden Gala & Auction 
isn’t just about my sons Jackson 
’19, Kevin ’19 and Patrick ’21,” 
she said.  “It’s about the 592 
students enrolled today, and 
even more about the thousands 
of students to come in the future.  
It’s about the competitive teacher 
pay, the new football helmets, 
the state rallies our students will 
attend, as well as the new school 
I know one day we can have.”
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Monica & Stephen Broussard



On March 6, 2020, the 4th annual 
Russell J. Stutes Memorial Golf 
Tournament took on an “All Saints” 
mantra to raise valuable dollars 
for the entire St. Louis Catholic 
student population.  Presented by 
the St. Louis Catholic Foundation, 
the tournament was held at Lake 
Charles Country Club and brought 
Saints alumni and supporters 
together.

“It was heartening to witness the 
love and dedication on display for 
St. Louis,” said Christi Stutes Rock, 
one of Russell J. Stutes’ children 
and a 2020 banner sponsor.

Russell J. Stutes passed away in 
2015 after a lifetime of supporting 
St. Louis Catholic.  His son Rusty 
‘82, now a partner at Stutes & 
Lavergne, LLC, said his father 
would be honored to see the 
tournament be a success.

“He was all about work and the 
betterment of his family and 
his children, so to see that the 
investment he made in St. Louis 
and in Catholic schools became 
embodied in something that carries 
his name, he’d be very proud of 
that,” Rusty Stutes said.  “Being 
able to send their children to 
Catholic schools was one of my 
parents’ top priorities in their life, 
and it was no small thing.”

COMMUNITY |
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Would you like to sponsor or volunteer for the 20-21 
Auction or All Saints Golf Tournament? 

Contact Ashley Ivey-Atkins, Director of Advancement, 
at 337-494-0724 or aatkins@slchs.org.

RUSSELL J. STUTES MEMORIAL 
ALL SAINTS GOLF TOURNAMENT



Dear Saints Families & Friends,

St. Louis Catholic High School is a magical place.  The beauty within is magnified when 
the stories of our students & teachers are told. This 50th anniversary edition is filled with 
memories and traditions that have helped our Saints soar, often learning to overcome 
obstacles in the process.  It is the small moments of each day that make up the fabric 
of our school. From the daily morning routine of praying together over the intercom and 
ending the prayer with “Honor & Praise God...In All Ways,” to the singing of the Alma Mater 
at every pep rally and athletic event, these traditions are a constant in our Saints world. 
Every student who walks through our doors and graduates from our school knows and 
lives these traditions. It’s not an act, it’s the Saints Life! The people may change, but our roots never will.  

In our inaugural year of the Saints Fund, the St. Louis Catholic community stood hand in hand and marched 
together to raise more than $155,000.  This incredible act of generosity ignited passion & courage for us to continue 
to plan for our next 50 years.  With an alumni network of over 10,000, our Saints are thriving in the world and truly 
making a difference.  It is through these gifts that we are able to impact the next generation, knowing that each year 
another group of Saints alumni will step up and pay it forward! 

Please continue to march with us so that our Saints tradition rooted in Catholic education will live on for the next 50 
years and beyond!  We thank you for your unwavering support, but most of all for your prayers, because ‘With God, 
all things are possible.’ -Matthew 19:26

For Our Saints,

Ashley Ivey-Atkins
Director of Advancement

ADVANCING     the Tradition
Ashley 

Ivey-Atkins

Heather 
Ieyoub

Rachel 
Jones

2018 - 2019 Saints Fund  
By the Numbers

 Alumni 42%
 Grandparents 18%
 Current Families 19%
 Friends 21%

*Our 2019 - 2020 Annual Report will be published this fall and mailed to all constituents.
28

“Our kids come to St. Louis Catholic because there is a 
magic here that doesn’t happen anywhere else.”

 -Billy Gage

PARENT CLASS CAPTAINS
Annette Chamblee Belcher ‘80
Chad Bertrand ‘93
Monica & Stephen Broussard
Bridgette Chauvin
Kendra Cutrer-Diedrich ‘90
Kelly Link DeMolle ‘99
Stephanie DuRousseau
Latoya Francois
Cassie & William Gage
John Ieyoub ‘89
Joey Jarreau
Jennifer Kihlken

Elizabeth McLaughlin ‘85
Nicole Monk ‘93
Jason Montet ‘93
Rebecca Roach
Jordan Rupert ‘00
Catherine Stickell Slade ‘86
Beth Snider
Jared Watson
Sarah Wrobel
Erin Coleman Zeringue ‘95

GRANDPARENT CAPTAINS
Sam Ivey
Julie Ieyoub Miller
Cissy Stutes
Vic Stelly 
Joe Stoma 
Melinda & Mike Veron 
Dena Darby 
Barbara McManus
Jennifer Jones 
Toni Yoder Knapp

ALUMNI CAPTAIN
Jessica Wilson ‘00

ALUMNI PARENT CAPTAIN
Kim Scroggs

FACULTY CAPTAINS
Robbie Austin ‘90
Patricia Barrow
Dee Butts
Anna Cameron ‘18
Matthew Fontenot ‘05
Rachel Jones
Ashley Lavine
Rick LeBato
Rachel Muth ‘07
Pat Neck
Emily Pettaway
Holley Fontenot Pierce ‘04

2019-2020 SAINTS FUND LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE



The Foundation for the Future

“I’ve enjoyed serving as 
Foundation Chairman, 
as the role has provided 
me with insight on 
how valuable The 
Foundation’s role is 

in supporting the school.  I’ve enjoyed 
interacting with my fellow board members 
in the operation of the Foundation and I 
have made new friends.   It has been a 
very rewarding, positive experience and 
has enabled me to give back to St. Louis 
Catholic High School.”  

-Eric Stevens, Chairman

THE SAINTS FUND  |  PLANNED GIVING  |
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Consider a gift of a Catholic Education to the present and 
future students of St. Louis Catholic High School.  The St. 
Louis Catholic Foundation, the Trust Fund for The Future, 
was established in 1983 for the sole purpose of giving 
financial assistance to St. Louis Catholic High School.  Any 
gift would be appreciated: one-time gift, recurring gift, 
planned giving or an endowed scholarship.

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
It is the desire of the St. Louis Catholic High School 
community to provide a Catholic education to all students 
who meet the criteria for admission and who choose St. 
Louis Catholic for their high school education.

Governed by a Board of 
Directors, the St. Louis Catholic 
Foundation distributes one-
half of its earned income to 
the school and reinvests the 
second half, meaning that 
every gift to the Foundation is 
perpetual.

To provide additional support 
to the school in the form of 
scholarships, and to offer 
donors a means of permanently 
naming a scholarship in 
honor or in memory of a 
loved one, The St. Louis 
Catholic Foundation Endowed 
Scholarship Program has been 
established.

Donors will receive recognition 
or remain anonymous 
according to their wishes. 
The donor decides upon 
what basis the scholarship is distributed, as long as it is 
consistent with the principles of Catholic education. For 
example, the scholarship criteria may be based upon a 
student’s academic accomplishments or financial need.  
We are grateful to those who have established endowed 
scholarships at St. Louis Catholic High School:

25th Anniversary Scholarship Adam Puckett
Alverdy Heyd Veron Beatina & Thomas K. O’Carroll 
Deacon Glenn Viau Douglas Earl Veron
Elizabeth & Jacque de la Bretonne ERDACE Family
Ethel & Henry “Doc” Mancuso Geri Christ & Lester M. Landry 
Gertrude Joffrion Winter Glendon L. Smith
Gloria & George J. John Juanita Hebert & A.M. Stelly
Judge Earl E. Veron Pam Gabriel LeBlanc
Patricia Petty Engel Phillip E. Ribbeck
Vida & Robert Pumpelly

PLANNED GIVING
Planned gifts are gifts that you plan now but the school does 
not receive until later. When received, planned gifts are held 
and invested by the St. Louis Catholic Foundation.

What are reasons for Planned Giving?
Individuals give to their churches, schools and other entities 
for many reasons – some personal and some private. These 
include philanthropic desires, such as religious and spiritual 
commitment, belief in education and fostering one’s values, 
ideals and beliefs. Other reasons include potential tax 
benefits, personal recognition and a desire to share one’s 
good fortune with others. By becoming part of the St. Louis 

Catholic Foundation’s permanent 
endowment, your planned gift 
continues to give year after year.

What can I give?
CASH GIFTS can be made either 
directly or as a pledge gift. Cash 
gifts of any amount are gratefully 
accepted. Substantial cash gifts 
are eligible for permanently-
named endowment opportunities.

Appreciated Assets generally 
include stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds and real estate. Gifts of 
appreciated assets can have 
significant tax benefits.

Wills and Bequests: Do you 
have a will? Only 30% of 
Americans do. Remembering St. 
Louis Catholic in your will can be 
very simple.

Life Insurance can be used 
in a variety of ways to benefit St. Louis Catholic while still 
protecting your spouse and heirs.

Retirement Funds: Taxes on funds left in retirement plans 
or IRAs can be significant. Gifts of retirement plans and IRA 
funds to St. Louis Catholic can benefit the school greatly 
while not significantly reducing the amounts left to your 
spouse and children.

Charitable Trusts: These methods of giving may have 
significant tax benefits and may also provide additional 
income to you during your life. In some cases gifts can be 
structured to leave your family more rather than less assets 
after taxes are paid.

For further questions on planned giving opportunities to the 
St. Louis Foundation, please contact Ashley Ivey-Atkins, 
DIrector of Advancement at aatkins@slchs.org or call 
337.436.7275 ext. 237.  
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Saints Alumni,  
Connect With Us!Connect With Us! 
We want to hear about your weddings, new babies, 
new jobs and more!  Email us at aatkins@slchs.org to 
share your news! Update your contact information 
at slchs.org/alumni.  

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO MAKE 
A GIFT: FINAL APPEAL FOR 
THE SAINTS FUND
To those of you who have already given,
thank you very much for your support!
For those who have not yet participated,
please prayerfully consider making a gift by 
June 30, 2020. 


